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Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o'clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

BILL—POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK
ACT AMENDMENT.
Introduced by the TREASORER, and
read a first time.

PAPERS—TIMBER CUTTING, FLORA
AND FAUNA RESERVE.
Mer. H. DAGLISH moved:

That there be laid on the table of the House

all papers relating to the permission granted
to Messra. Whittaker Bros. to cut timber upon
portion of the Flora and Pauna Reserve.
He said: I desire to state that the
reason I have moved for these papers is
that certain reflections have been cast
upon me.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mr. G. TAYLOR: I wish to know
whether the hon. member is in order in
moving a motion before the Address-in-
Reply 15 disposed of. T find that No. 34
of the Standing Orders says:—

No business beyond what iz of a formal
character shall be entered upon before the
Address-in-Reply to the Governor's Opening
Speech has been adopted.

I desire to have your ruling on that
point.

Me. SPEAKER: That portion of the
Standiog Order is as the hon. member
has stated; but I understood it was the
feeling of the House that this privilege
should be granted to the hon. member ;
and as I understand this is a personal
matter, I think that under Standing
Order 116 the hon. member can claim
the indulgence of tbe House. That
Standing Order reads:—

By the indulgence of the House, 2 member
may explain matters of a personal nature

although there be no question hbefore the
Housa; but such matters may not be debated.

This, [ am aware, is a personal matter.
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on Reserve.

Mg. Tavros: The motion cabnoé be
debated now. It is a motion on the
Notice Paper.

Me. SPEAKER: Strictly speaking
the motion is entitled to debate, but 1
think that when members hear the mem-
ber moving it they will see there is no
reagson to debate a matter concerning his
personal character, and I take it upon
myself Lo give that privilege to the hon.
member which I think he or any other
member is entitled to. It is a jpersonal
matter.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
I may say that the hon. member, in
approaching me with regard to this
question, desired that he might bave an
opportunity of perusing these files prior
to speaking. I take it that if the files
are laid on the table of the House there
will be no necessity for debate. I think
that all the information he would be
able to obtain he might obtain from
these papers; and then possibly, if you
consider 1t out of ovder that any debate
should tuke place, the information he
could acquire might be used by him
during the course of his speech on the
Address-in-Reply.

Mx. TAYLOR: Purely in explana-
tion, 1 may say that my only reason for
drawing attention to Standing Order No.
34 was that the House should know
exactly where it stood. This motion is
to be moved contrary to that Standing
Order; and any motion before the House
is debatable. I have no desire to prevent
the member for Subiaco or any other
member from having the utmost freedom
of speech in this Chamber; but I wish
to know exactly where we are. I think
that the Premier has a right to lay the
papers on the table without any motion,
if he 80 desires. I wish to explain also
that T had a motion on the paper which
before I spoke to it was of importance to
me; and its object was to ask the
Attorney General to lay certain papers
on the table. He laid them on the table
yeaterday or the day before, without any
motion, knowing that I was anxious to
see them. The same course was open fo
the Premier with reference to the motion
of the member for Subiaco, and then
there would have been no need for a
procedure which is apparently out of
order—a debatable question moved in the
House and debate squelched. If any
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member wishes to debate the motion of
the member for Subiaco, then according
to our Standing Orders I do not think
there is any power, any machinery, to
preveunt that debate. I have no desire to
muzzle any member; but I think it was
open to the Premier to avoid the necessity
for the present procedure. I am pleased
that the member for Subiaco has an
opportunity of vindicating his character.

Mr. SPEAKER: Apgain I say that
the hon. member (Mr. Taylor) is perfectly
correct in his interpretation of the Stand-
ing Order. This being a personal matter,
in ordinary circumstances the member
for Subiaco must, in order to speak to it,
have moved the adjournment of the
House. But we know that the papers
are here; and there is no need to go so
far. The hon. member {Mr. Taylor) is
quite right in his statement that any
motion before the House can be debated.
But T understood, from the feeling of
the House yesterday and from the manner
in which the proposal was received, that
I should be justified in giving such an
apportunity to the member for Subiuco
or to any other member.

Mgz, Taxror: Sir, this matter affects
the Labour Government as a whole.

Me. SPEAKER: I was cerlainly not
aware of whom it affected. All that
weighed with me was that the matter
concerned the personal character of the
member for Subiaco; and such a con-
sideration would weigh with me in regard
to anyone either inside or outside the
House, in a case where any man wishes to
put his position fairly before those people
in the State with whom he is concerned.
Under the other Standing Order which
I have read, the hon. member could by
the indulgence of the House have spoken
as on a wotion for adjournment. Had
he desired to wmove the adjournment, it
would have been for the House to decide
whether the hon. member should have
leave to make that motion. But the hon.
member did not seek to go so far; and
probably, after hearing him, wembers
will not consider it necessary to debate
the subject. But I am unable, under the
Standing Ordere, to prevent debale.

RESUMED,
Me. DAGLISH : In view of the point
of order that has been raised, I desire
without commient te move my motion.
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Although T bad intended to comment
when submitting the motion, I have
decided to abandon that intention ; there-
fore I simply move in a formal manner
the motion standing in my name.

Mgr. G. TAYLOR: I second the
motion.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—PIPES MANUFACTURE, CON-
TRACT WITH MOKTEATH & CLE-
MENGER.

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiuco) moved—

That there be laid on the table of the House
all papers relating to the firat contract for the
supply of pipes entered into with Mesars. Mon-
teath & Clemenger, and likewise all papers
relating to the payment of advances to that
firm upon the raw material to be used in the
manufacture of such pipes.

Without debating this question, he
would say that though he had been
dragged into this matter as the sole
person affected, and as if he were
individually guilty in connection with it,
he had intended to speak in vindication
not of himself only, but of the Govern-
ment of which he had been the head.
However, an objection had been raised
to his speaking ; and in deference to that
objection, without comment he moved
the motion.

Mr. G. TAYLOR seconded.

Question passed.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Fauna and Flora
Reserve, papers. Contracts for the sup-
plies of pipes entered into with Messrs.
Monteath & Clemenger.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SIXTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previvus day.

Me. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison): In
wy few remarks on the Address-in-Reply
I do not mean lo deal so fully as some
previous speakers have dealt with the
subjects in question; but I jutend to
confine myself as closely as possible to
the business of the country, and mostly
to that part of the country which I have
the honour to represent. I do not thiok
that the time spent in debating the
Address is in any mannper thrown away.
In my opinion we have in this debate an
opportunity of bringing before the House
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many matters which we could not venti-
late unless we moved motions for discus-
sion; and such motions would take up
considerably more time than is occupied
by debates on the Address. I do not
intend to open by congratulating the
whole of the members of the House; but

I congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your !
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return, and on the general improvement -

in your health. I am indeed glad to note
that. your health is so greatly improved,

and nay say that I also appear this

session in much better health than when
I left the House on the last occasion
when Parliament was prorogued. Inthe
Governor’'s Speech I did not see anything
of very great importance. With the ex-
ception of one or two features already
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worse than it bas ever been in the history
of the State to my knowledge, and that
extends over 14 years. I do not think
the people who suppurt the Labour party
in Western Australia have in any
measure to be ashamed of the work ac.
complished by the Labour Government
when it is compared with that accom-
plished by the Rason Government; in
fact it was a great improvement. Last
session we were made an absolute promise
that we should meet earlier this yéar and

. get through the business before the hot

touched upon by preceding spealers, there :

is practically nothing of any moment
whatever. But as to the Premier’s policy
speech, the material it containg’ would be
quite sufficient to keep this House in good
going order, and to make sufficient work
in the country, for a considerable number
of years. His Excellency’s Speech, how-
ever, is empty of almost any wmatfer
of vital importance. If we look back
to the time when Mr. Rason de-
livered & policy speech some few montbs
ago at Guildford, we shall recollect
that he made the same gallant attack
from the platform as was made by the
present Premier; but when he came to

the House he acted like the present -

Premier—brought in an empty policy,
and did not carry out even that. I am
sorry indeed that Mr. Rason did not
have the manliness to appear before this
House to answer the cbarges laid against

him of breaking the promises he made to .
the people when he stood before them a .

few months ago at the geuneral election.
He by leaving his position in this House
to accept an appointment as Agent
General has absolutely disarmed any
comments that can be made on his
actions.
had the manliness to come here to

[ am sorry that be has not

answer for his actions as they affect .

the House and the people of the country.
The work accomplished by the Rason
Government is no credit to the members
of that Administration. We can ask:
Where is that great restoration of con-
fidence that was to be brought about by
the advent of the Rason (Government?
Just now the conditivn of affairs is

weather came on; but owing to the re-
construction, that promise has not been

. fulfilled. We all know that during last

gession the Labour party, constituting
the Opposition, gave all assistunce to the
Ruson Government to let them get
through the session and into recess to
carry out some of the administrative
reforms we were promised. The promise
to meet earlier this year was like every
promise made by the Rason Government ;
they failed to carry itout. There was no
opposition offered. In faet I am of this
opinion, that not nearly the opposition
was shown to the Rason Government as
should have been shown by members on
this side. We let them get into recess
and do things as they liked. We let
them carry through Railway Bills and
allowed ourselves to be gagged. We let
them get into recess to enable Mr. Rason
to secure the position he has now secured.
Now we are asked to meet this Ministry
as an absolutely new Government and
not as the remnant of the Rason Gov-
ernment: but I am going to deal with it
as the remains of the late Rason Gov-
ermnment. In the first place, the recon-
struction was carried out under condi-
tions that were no credit to those
concerned in it. In this Cabinet is
the Treasurer who is absolutely mis-
trusted by his colleagues, and this
is proved by the means they took
to forestali him at the time of the
reconstruction. The Minister for Mines,
who was away on the goldfields, was
called back to take part in this great
reconstruction, and we had the Premier
and the member for Roebourne going out
to meet him and to keep him away from
the Treasurer. I think it would be an
admirable subject for a great poem,
“How we beat the Tveasurer.”” The
wmember for Sussex absoluiely failed in
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the task set him by the (overnor, and
they bad to resort to caucus to select a
Premier fo carry on the affairs of the
country. The policy of the Rason Gov-
ernment was only a policy of reducing
wages, dismissing employees, stopping
public works and causing in a large
measure a great want of employment in
Western Australia. While they were
willing to stop holiday pay, which had
always been paid in Western Australia,
they were quite willing to spend £150
for an advertisement in the Daily News
to show the splendid lot of men contained
in the Government and to bave copies of
it sent about the country. They pre-
ferred to see themselves on puper while
mev were walking about the country
starving ; and while they were willing to
cut off a shilling or sixpence from the
wages men in the country, they were
paying a high price for this advertise-
ment. [Mz. WaLkER: It was a misuse
of public funds.] Tt was absolutely
nnnecessary for them to put their photo-
graphs in the Daily News. After their
disgraceful term of office it would have
been better for those gentlemen to have
had their photographs in papers like the
Dead Bird. There iz one matter of
admininigtration I will touch wupon
briefly. There was an article published
impugning the bonour and integrity of a
gentleman wbo should be respected by
every person in Western Australia. I
refer to the Chief Justice. I am sorry
he should be open to an attack such as
has been made upon him ; but if the Gov-
ernment do not undertake to protect a
gentleman occupying such a high and
bonourable position as he does, it is a
disgrace to the Attorney General and to
his colleagues in the Ministry. The
failure of the Rason Government to carry
out their promises has brought about a
very severe state of affairs in this State,
but we are led to believe quite the oppo-
gite in the Governor’s Speech. The
Speech says:—

It is my pleasant duty to again assure you
that the prosperity of the State continues
apace,

As the Leader of the Opposition has said,
that is misleading. There is no truth in
it. We find, however, that the state of
affairs in every other State of the Com.
monwealth is far different. Tt is esti-
mated that in Victoria the surplus will
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amount to some £700,000, while in New
South Wales it will be about the same
amount. In Queensland there will be a
large surplus, and in South Australia
they will have the higgest surplus for 15
years, while in Tuswania they will have a
large surplus. The financial position of
the other States of the Comwonwealth is
far better than ours. We haveabout the
richest State in the Commmonwealth, and
it ig solely through misgovernment and
wmisapplication of public mooneys, as in
the instance I bhave mentioned—and I
could mention many others—that this
state of affairs has been brought about.
There is a parageaph in the Governor's
Speech concerning the large amount of
money paid away in dividends, amouuting
to £2,167,639. It is boasted that it is
the preatest amount paid away in any
one year since the discovery of gold in
Australia; but we know that 90 to 95
per cent. of this money goes away from
\Western Australia; and on this account,
I do not think we should boast very
greatly about it, especially as a great
amount of it is drawn from the blood of
the workers in this State. At the present
time the workers are being sweated on
the goldfields to a very low state.
They have to work day and night,
and only make about 6s. or 7s
a day m some cases. It would
be far better for Ministers to take the
matter in hand and see that such a state
of affairs dues not comtinue, instead of
boasting concerning the dividends taken
out of the State The Minister should
devote attention to the interests of the
unfortunate workers.

Tre Minister For MINES:
no evidence of that sweating.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tf the Minister will
refer to police court news he would see
that there was a case in Coolgardie a few
weeks ago showing that the sweating
comes it under the system of freedom of
contract, by which men are aweated down
to a very low wage at Kalgoorlic. T
believe they are also introducing the
same system at Day Dawn.

Tre Mivisrer For Mines: Do you
mean the contract system in mines?

Mer. HOLMAN: Yes; they call it
*“freedom of contract.” They give a
man a contract, and if he makes any-
thing near wages they cut him down
pext time. The Government are assist-

We have
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ing the sweating by bringing so many
people into the State and flooding the
industrial market. Members opposite
are deluded by the fact of so much
money being paid away in dividends,
but if the Governmeat would look into
affairs closely they wouid find that
they could derive a little more revenue
from those dividend.producing wmines.
Owing to the unsatisfactory state of our
finances immediate action should be taken
to see if such a large amount of money
could not be prevented from going out of
the country. T think something shonid
be done to retain the greater part of that
money in the State. One mine, the Lake
View Consols, makes a profit of £120,000
to £180,000 a year. All that money is
gent out of the State for investment in
other paris of thesworld, and no duty is
retained by the State, which is manifestly
unfair. The Government should try to
take some immediate action to remedy that
gtate of affairs. We have heard a lot
about the administration of the Lands
department, and boasts huve been made
in regard to the administration of that
departinent. I will read a letter which I
received from the back country, which
shows that the administration of that
department is not all that could be
desired. A few days ago uletter appeared
in the Press from the South-Western
district, stating that the Lands Depart-
ment had done good work in making a
number of surweys; but T believe Dr.
Huckett was interested in the land that
was surveyed quickly. The letler I have
is from Peak Hill, and is as follows :—
. Peak Hill, 11th June, i906.

Dear Sir,—Under separate cover I forward
you & plan which was forwarded me from the
Lands Department. I sent on behalf of Mr.
Kearney for an up-to-date plan, and enclosed
2s. 6d. Now, eir, the plan is full of inaccu-
racies, No trouble has been taker, and if the
Lands Department cannot supply anything
better than this for 2s. 6d. they had better
keep it. We thought that the advent of this
Government, or rather were led to suppose
that their advent meant administrative reform,
and what has been the result ? Absolute chaos.
Lettors left unanswered, papers sent to them
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for reference and never returned ; in fact by -

their lethargy and want of attention to busi-

ness Mr. Kearney has lost a very valuable lot . hardly bave done less than he appears to have

of country. You will please aee the Minister
nnd see if we out back can’t get a little pro-
tection.
(sgd.) G. HUNGERFORD.

If this department is so well ad ministered,

Yonrs faithiully, for L. Kearney, Ewing did not, whon advocating the railway,
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I wonder what the administration - of
other depurtments is like. I intend to
toneh on the remarks made by the mem-
ber for Collie in connection with the coal
question. ~ I regret the member is not
here, but I intend, although he is not in
his place, to explain the action of the
Labour Government in connection with
the Collie coal question. The hon. mem-
ber should be here, and my remarks
would bave been much stronger if he had
been in his place. My knowledge of the
member for Collie dates from the time
when I was returned to the House nearly
five years ago. At that time the member
for Collie was termed a “rat” by the
present whip, the whip who went out in
search of the Minister for Mines and
failed to find him. The whip of the
party referred to Mr. Rason and to the
member for Collie as “rats.” The mem-
ber for Collie voled against the Teake
Government and assisted in turning
it out of office. Afterwards we find
that member supporting the Leake Gov-
ernment. That was after a railway line
was being constructed from Collie to
Collie-Bonlder, a district in which the
wember was personally interested. I will
read portion of the report made on
that matter by a select committee of this
House. The report was not adopted by
this Chamber, and I cannot tell the reason
why. The member for Collie thought it
very ungenerous on my part to make an
interjection; but I alwaya believe in
being just Lefore being generous, and in
looking after the interests of the State
before being generous to individuals. 1
will read this report from the Votes and
Proceeding of Parliament for 1902, The
lost paragraph states :—

The evidence regarding the action taken by

" Mr. Ewing in promoting the construction of

this railway is semewhat conflicting; but
there can be no doubt that, as & member of
Parliament, he did not ezceed his duty in
urging forward works which he believed would
aid in developing the resources of his district.
Opinions may differ as to whether or not his
private interests urged him to take undue
advantage of his parliamentary position, but
our opinion is that had Mr. Ewing held no
interest in the Collie-Cardiff leases, he would

done if pressed to dn so0 by some of his con-
stituente. Tt ie to be regretted that Mr.

take the House inte his confidence and explain
his personal interests in the leases.
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Weall remember that disgruceful episode,
when the Minister for Works, Mr. Rason,
moved the second reading of the Bill in a
few words, somewhat in the same manner
that the second reading of the Agricul-
tural Railway Bilis was moved lust ses-
sion. We then found Mr. Ewing, the
member for Collie, supporting the Collie-
Boulder Railway Bill, but saying nothing
about his own interests in the district. I
need make no farther remarks than refer
to that portion of the report which says
that Mr. Ewing should have taken the
Houge into his confidence. Perbaps it
would have disclosed why he turned and
rutted from supporting the Morgans
Government to support the Leake Gov.
ernment.

Tae MinisTer For Mines: The hon.
member is not in order in imputing
motives,

Mg. SPEAKER: The hon. membsar
wust not impute motives.

Me. HOLMAN: I did not impute
motives; I only read an extract from
the Votes and Proceedings, and if any
motives are implied there, that is not
my fault. It 18 uwot my intention to
impute motives to any member if I can
possibly belp it. 'When the Bill to which
I have referred was brought before the
House, a contract had already been let
for the construction of the railway line
to the company mustly interested, aud the

line was half constructed. Members were |

working in the dark. It was wrong for
the member for Collie to criticise the
Labour Glovernment in connection with
the Collie coal matter. ‘The member for
Collie stated, when prompted by the
member for Subiaco, that the action
of the Labour Government in that con-
nection was almest criminal. T um in &
position to sayv that the action of the
member for Collie and of the Treasurer
in connection with the Collie coal question
is more than *“almost criminal.” These
members tried in a very unfair manner
to take auway from the Government of
Western Australia a sum of money every
year amounting to thousands and
thousands of pounds. The people of
Western Australia are deeply interested
in the succeseful working of the collieries
at Collie. At the time of which I am
speaking there were coly the Proprietary
and the Collie-Cardiff companies working.
The Treasurer was the atlorney for the
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Proprietary Company, and Mr. Ewing at
that time was a largely interested share-
holder in the Collie . Cardiff wine.
Tenders had been called for the suppiy
of coal in Western Australia just before
the Labour Glovernment went into power,
The tenders were received, and we found
that the amount of the tender was 12s.
9d. per ton, supposing the coal to be of a
certain calorific value, and 11s. 6d. per
ton if the companies were allowed to
supply any kind of coal they liked.
When the Labour Government took
office this matter was on our bands,
& leguey left from the previous Gov-
ernment. The 'Treasurer and the
member for Collie combined together
to put in & high price in the tenders.
These members came to my office when I
was Minister for Railways and assured
me—they nlmost cried—that the coal
could not be produced at less than the
price stated. I had my suspicions, know-
ing the gentlemen, and when the matter
was brought before me I decided to pay
11s. & fon, so as to give the industry
every possible chance for the time being.
We then appointed a Commission to deal
with the question, and whils the Commis-
sion was making inquiries into the matter,
I found other collieries were willing
to sturt work and supply cval at & much
lower rate than 11s. per ton. We heard
a boast only the other day by the member
for Collie that there were four collieries
working at Collie, all doing well. Iam
glad to know that the Labour Govern-
ment were responsible for the starting of
new collieries which are now doing well,

Tre Treasurer: What do you call
doing well ¥ '

Mz. HOLMAN: I am only using the
words of the member for Collie who said
these mines were in a flourishing condi-
tion, and giving satisfaction all round. I
do not know where the satisfuction comes
in unless the collieries down there are
receiving a bonus of seven or eight
thousand pounds a year from the Govern.
ment ; perbaps that is where the satisfac-
tion comes in. We had the member
for Collie saying with great glee that the
prospects were satisfactory.

Tae TreEasURER: That is absolutely
untrue, The companies are nof receiving
seven or eight thousand pounds a year
bonus from the Government.
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Mr. HOLMAN: I will prove every
word which I have said. The Treasurer
says I have made an unirue statement.
I ask that those words be withdrawn.

Mxr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
should not use such words. He must
withdraw them.

Tre Treasvres: I did not intend to
apply the words to the hon. member
himself.

Mr. HOLMAN: Come, out with it
like & man.

Tre TreasvrEr: I withdraw.

Mz, HOLMAN: The member for
Collie stated that there was satisfaction
all round at Collie; then why did a
deputation from Collie only a few weeks
ago ask the Minister for Miunes to take
steps to prevent the miues heing flooded
with aliens, enabling the owners of the
mines to replace men having homes there
and put those aliens on io their places?
From the remarks made by that deputa-
tion, the member for Collie iz the worst
sinner, because there are more aliens
e;nployed on his mine than anywhere
else.

TBe TrEasURER:
are there there?

Mz. HOLMAN: Ido pot know; but
I know they are down there, and the
services of old hands are being dispensed
with so that aliens may be taken on in
their places. I will show how the Gov-
ernment subsidises the mines at Collie o
the extent of £7,000 or £8,000 a year,
and I think I shall be able to do so satis-
factorily. When the Labour Govern-
ment first took office, we paid the Collie
companies 1ls. a ton for the coal
Arrangements were made with the Co-
operative Company to supply coal ata
lesser rate. 1 dealt with that matter
mysgelf, I told the Commissioner for
Railways to take coal from the company
at their own price. ‘They supplied coal
at 10s. and afterwards at 9s. per ton.
I instructed the Commissicoer then to
double the quantity of coal to be taken
from that mine. This shows that the

How maay aliens

office were devord of truth,

Tae TrEasUrer: Is the member in
order in saying that statements which I
made were devoid of truth ?

Me. SBPEAKER: 1 understood the
hon. member to say that certain remarks
were made in his office.
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Me. HOLMAN: A statement was
made by the attorney of the Proprietary
Mine, and one of the owners of the Collie
Cardiff Mine.

Tne TreasverER: The hon. wmember
said that the Colonial Treasurer made a
statement in his office which was abso-
lately vatroe.

Me. HOLMAN: Then I withdraw the
words ¢ Uolenial ‘[reasurer.”

Tre Tressvrer: The hon. member
said the remarks weré untrue.

Me. HOLMAN : I withdraw that re-
mark as well. T may say that the attor-
ney for the Proprietary Cowtpany und the
present wember for Collie came into my
office and stated they could not supply
coal from Collie under 11s. 6d. per ton.

Tek TrREASURBR: When was Lhat ¥

Mr. HOLMAN: About 20 wmonths
ago.

gMn. TavLos: Who was the attorney P

Mer. HOLMAN: Mr, Frank Wilson,
the present Treasurer. He and Mr.
BEwing, who at that time was not 2 mem-
ber of Parliament, informed me they
could not supply coal under 11s. 6d. per
ton. We found we could get it supplied
at 9s.; and the company that supplied us
with coal at 9s. paid a higher rate of wages
than either the Proprietary or the Collie
Cardiff, which tendered at 1ls. When
the Commissioner’s report wae returned
to the Government, tenders were again
called, and we found then the Collie Car-
diff, who were receiving about 7s. 9d. for
coal supplied to the State, and the other
tenders ran up to as high as 8s. 9d. The
Labour Government were going to accept
one tender, but unfortunately they were
deposed about that time, and a new
Government took their place. In the
new Government Mr. Frank Wilson was
Minister for Works.

THe TrEasURER: What tender were
the Labour Government going to accept ¥

Mgr. HOLMAN: I thiok they were
guing to accept the tender of the Pro-
prietary Mine, and take the whole of the

. coal from the one company. [MEeMBER:
remarks made by the Treasurer in my °

You were not a member of the Govern-

- ment then.] No; I was not a member

of the Government at that time. I had
been to Nannine, like the Minister for
Mines. We find that the Government
which comprised as one of its members
Mr. Frank Wilson—and Mr. Ewing, the
member for Collie, was a stroug supporter
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of that Government —split up what had
been done by the Tabour Gevernment.
They gave a bonus of ls. per ton, and
knocked off the royalty which amounted
to 6d. a ton, and in the case of the Pro-
prietary to I think 3d. A bonus of that
amount on 100,000 tons of coal every
year will come to £7,000 or £8,000.
That was a free gift to the collieries at
Collie, [Mgemper: Hear, hear.] I say
that if Parliament had heen going to give
a bonus to the coal industry ——

Tee TeeasuvrEr: How much did you
say the bonus wae, 1s. a ton ?

Me. HOLMAN : About that.

Tae Treasorer: What price did the
Proprietary tender at ?

Me. HOLMAN: I do not remember
the exaet amount. The Treasurer will
be able to tell us that; he knows more
about it at the present time, [MemMBER:
He has made a life stody of it]. Had
that bonus been given for the benefit of
the coal-mining industry I would not pro-
tegt ; but almost the whole of the amount
18 going into the pockets of those syndi-
cators down in that part of the State.
And at the same time they are working
the men out in that part to u great
extent, and have been employing aliens to
the detriment of workers who have resided
in that part of the State for a long time.
That is the action of the membher for
Collie, who had the impudence in this
House to condemn the Labour Gov-
ernment for the part they took in the
Qollie coal quesiion when they had an
opportunity. The' member for Collie
also stated that the Labour party opposed
theagricultural railways. Topposed them
not because I am against the opening up
of agricultural areas, but because those
lines were sprung upon this House at a
moment’s notice, and we were asked
to pass them without any opporiuni-
ties being given members for making any
inquiry, and without any informalion at
all to the House to show that the lines
were warranted. I am of opinion that
those lines were forced through this
House for the purpose of placating some
of the supporters of the Government who
were heavily interested in land in those
districts through which the lines are to
go. I should like to see laid on the
table of this House a statement showing
the names of those holding land within
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10 or 15 miles of those three railways
authorised at the tail-end of last session.
I say we were justified in opposing those
lines. The present Minister for Works
{(Hon. J. Price) opposed them ; Mr. J. J.
Holmes, who 18 at present likely to be
vneeated for East Fremantle, opposed
them ; and we huve heard that even the
Minister for Agriculture (Hon. J.
Mitchell) opposed them himself. Then
we had a Government supporter stand-
ing up in the Chamber last night and
stating that the loyalty of the supporters
of the Government was strained to break.
ing point because they were compelled to
support the passage of these lines through
this House. Members got up and said
they opposed these lines, but when it
came to a vote they quietly sneaked
outside because they had unot a will of
their own {0 vote. The member for
North Perth (Mr, Brebber)—I am sorry
he iz not here—apoke of himself as
having a tremendous will of his own.
If the action taken had depended upon
his own will, he would not have been in
this Chamber at all, because he is here at
the will of Mr., James Gardiner, Mr.
Rason, and Mr. Randell. It ia by their
will he is here. Had he a will of his
own he would not have been here, because
if those men had willed that Mr. Parker
or anyone else should take his place, the
member for North Perth would not be
in this House. The reason given at the
time why he was picked ouf to contest
that seat was that he was the weakest
msn and would give Mr. Rason the
greatest support, because he did not
know enough to do anything else but
vote when he was told to do it.

Mz. Tavior: Weakness is strength.

Mr. Harpwick: The wajority of the
votes decided.

Me HOLMAN : The reason we opposed
these lines waa to prevent as far as pos-
sible a repetition of the disgracefnl state
of affaira that existed in connection with
the Collie-Boulder line. That was a line
that was let by private contract to a big
company interested, and let at a very
high price ; and no doubt the advantage
wag given to those people becaase they
received support either inside or outside
the House from pgentlemen highly in-
terested in that part of the State. At
the present time we are asked by the
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member for Collie to support a reduction
of the freights on timber on our railways.
They are using, or trying to use, all the
employees in an effort to bring about a
reduction in freights; but I am plensed
indeed to see that the employees are too
manly to take advantage of anything like
that. They stood apposed to Mr. Teesdale
Swith in his attempt to get them to
assist him in his effort to bleed the
country more than he bas done in the
past. They stood as men, and refused
to allow themselves to be made tools
of. It is a great pleasure to read
letters like those by Mr. Ferguson, who
has exposed the other side of the ques-
tion, and in wy opinion entirely knocked
Mr. Teesdale Smith’s arguments into
bits. 'We have known Mr. Ferguson in
this House, and we always found him an
bonourable opponent, an honest, straight-
forward, and conscientious man, and as
2 business man, one with whom it was.
# pleasure to do business. We find heis
manly enough to come forward and not
allow this country to be bled by parasites
of the Combine type. We all know that
a reduction of timber freights will have
the effect of reducing wages on our rail-
ways. We see at present the position
we are brought into. We have a little
bit of surplus from our railways, and
they are howling like wolves to get that
amount from the working of the railways
doring the 12 months. It would bave
been far better to pay the railway men a
decent rate of wages and keep men on at
what worls there is, rather than try to
gel this surplus, to endeavour to show a
better position of affairs, and allow men
of the Timber Combine type to wolf the
few pounds we have saved as a result of
a reduction of the wages and the dis-
missal of employees on our railways.
And now I come to what is to my mind
one of the wost important points. Had
the member for Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wil-
son) been here, I would have dealt more
fully with the timber question. I would
have shown that during the time I was
Minister for Railways efforts were made
by the Combine to secure a reduction of
the railway freights, which was refused
time after time by myself and the Gov-
ernment to which I had the honour fo
belong. The first application was for a
reduction amvunting 10 £3,000 or £4,000.
I quote Mr. Teesdale Smith’s remarks
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at thai time.
o things :—

The dificulty is not due to over-production
nor to the cost of production, but simply to
the fact that for the time being people are not
uging jarrah. As far as that goes, the demand
for all timbere has fallen off, and half a dozen
mills At Puget Sound have had to close down.

And he went on to say that hardwood
blocks were not being ueed; that people
were using softwood blocks in England
because they were cheaper. A qnestion,
was asked him :—

Well, if the workers were to offer their ser-
vices for n reduced remuneration until the
position improved, could you carry on?

He said :—

If the men came to us to-day and said that
they wonld work for mothing, we could not
put them on, because we have no work to give
them. : '

These are the remarks of Mr. Teesdale
Smith, and a few days afterwards he
came to me and asked for a reduction of
freights. And he is working the same
gamenow. I hope the Government will
bave backbone enough to refuse to be
domineered over and dictated to by men
of the Combine type. If anv reduction
of freights is brought about at all, it
should be to ithose people in the back
country, where people have to carry their
goods 600 or 700 miles. Now I come to
one of the most important matters we
have to deal with in Western Australia,
namely mining development and the
assistance to be given to prospectors,
We all know that much has bLeen said
about that in the past. This question
can be sufely approached by every mem-
ber of this House as a non-party one,
because unless we foster and encou

the mining industry the position of
affairs will not improve. We know that
mining has gone back a litile and the
result has been disastrous to the State;
the position of affairs is in no way satis-
factory at the present time. We are
told in the first place that we are to have
an amendment of the Mining Act. The
Miniater for Mines promised an amend-
ing Act giving greater security of temure
to leaseholders. I am very sorry that
any Minister for Mines bas allowed him-
self to be made a cat's-paw of by the
Chamber of Mines to bring forward a
proposal like this, I have reason to
believe the plan was prownpted by he

He said, amongst other
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Chamber of Mines, and knowing as we
do that three Ministers hold positions in
the Chamber of Mines, nothing less can
be expected than that in any legislation
brought forward by the present Govern-
ment the Chamber of Mines will receive
the best end of the stick. In looking
back through some copies of the Monthly
Journal of the Chumber of Mines we
come to the following remarks : —

Mr. Gregory, during hia first term of office

A8 Minister for Mines, gave the matter his
careful consideration when framing the Mining
Act that came into force om March 1, 1904,
In that Act the same provision was mede,
though not to the full extent deemed advis-
able and recommended by the chamber.
Does the Minister for Mines represent
the Chamber of Mines, or does he repre-
gent the interests of this country?
According to the Chbamber of Mines
journal he is representing them, or, if he
18 not doing it, he should be, in their
opinion.
was done by the Labour Government
when in office, it says:— '

The lesson, however, has not been lost upon
Mr. Gregory, who now, in his second term of
office at the head of the Minea Department,
has picked up the threads where he dropped

them, and has issued regulations still more in
accordance with the views of the chamber.

If Mr. Gregory is there as Minister for
the Chamber of Mines instead of Min-

[ASSEMBLY.],

Then, after dealing with what .

ister for Mines, the mining industry of :

Western Australia and the whole of
Western Australia is going to suffer very
severely.

Tue MinisTER POR MINES: Are you
aware that Mr. Hastie was honorary
president of the Chamrber of Mines,
when in office ¥

Mer. HOLMAN: 1 am quite aware of '

it; but Mr. Hastie during his term in
Western Australia has never acted as
the representative of the Chamber of
Mines, nor as solicitor for the Chamber

of Mines, as Mr. Frank Wilson and Mr.

Norbert Keenan, the Attorney General,
have done.
different, because these men are old
members of the Chamber of Mines,
In that respect I say wnothing of the
Minister for Mines,

His position is altogether

Sizth day.

be advantageous to the country. By all
weans let us protect mining interests;
and to do that we should hold as fast as
we can to the labour conditions at present
obtaining. The prospecters have never
vet. asked for such greater security of
tenure as is now demanded by the Cham-
ber of Mines; and T am sorry that the
Minister, instead of noticing the requests
of the prospectors, has turned his back on
them and given all his attention to the
Chamber of Mines. If that increased
security of tenure iz granted, then asa
consequence many mines will be to a
great exient idle. The lhoodlers who
have in years past come to this country,
and many of whom we have fishing
around at the present time, take up large
areag of land, not for mining but for
purely speculative purposes. The granting
of exemptions has greatly retarded mining
in Western Australin; and if greater
gecurity of tenure be given-in accordance
with the Minister's recent proposals, and
companies releaged fromlabour covenants,
even more harm will thus he done to
mining than bas already been done by
exemptions. The development of the
Murchison district has for years and
years been retarded by exemptions. Even
now, at Peak Hill, a place which under
praper management would be employing
some hundredsof men, miningisatartand-
still owing to exemptions. We have mines
at Wiluna under exemption for the last
three or four years, with never a penny
spent on them by the companies. We have
at Nannine, the Star of the East, and all
over the country, hundreds of acres of
the best auriferous land lying idle, and
scores of men looking in vain for work
because the land is locked up owing to
exemptions. T will deal later on with
individual jostances of the exémption
nuisance. As to the development of our
goldfields, we all know that we must
have goldfields railways as well as agri-
cultural railways. A railway to Black
Range is now talked of ; but before we

i decide the point from which it should

because he was |

appointed to that position in consequence

of his holding Ministerial office. I am
entirely opposed to the Minister's pro-
posals for improving the condition of the
mining industry. His proposals will not

start, every inquiry should be made and
full informalion gathered, in view of the
large expenditure involved. Requests
have been made for the comstruction of a
line from Mount Magnet to Black Range.

- 8Buch a line will serve only those two

places ; for there is no auriferous ground
being worked between those centres.
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Another request is that the line should | railway in the North-West, of which the

start from Cue, in which event it would { member

serve only one or two centres outside of
Cue and Black Range—Barrambie and
Errols. The next starting point mooted
is from Nannine, in which event it will
serve some & or 10 flourishing gold-pro-
ducing centres. Of these, for instance,
the Star of the East has turned out
over 20,000 ounces, Gabanintha 10,000
ounces, Burnakura nearly 20,000 ounces,
Quinn’s about 2,000 ounces, Wiluna
over 70,000 ounces; and Barrambie,
Errols, Montagne Ranges, and Gum
Creek are all good gold-producing places.
It the line starts from Nannine, these
places will be brought in close touch with
railway communication. If we are to
construct a railway, we should take it
where it will serve most of the people
interested ; and in a district that bas
turned out between 100,000 and 200,000
ounces of gold, it is better to serve 9 or 10
centres than to build a railway through 90
miles of country without serving auy
centre at all. If the line is built from
Nannine it will open up one of the most
valoable auriferous belts of country in
Western Australia, from Nannine out to
Errols, Barrambie, and Black Range.
Before the Government decide on the start-
ing point, every inquiry should be made
to insure starting from a centre which will
gerve the greatest number of people. We
gshould have other goldfields rilways.
Consider Meekatharra, which has turned
out between 30,000 and 40,000 ounces of
gold. A line should be constructed from
Nannine right through te¢ Peak Hill, to
open up that part of the country. Very
little has been done to open up tbe Mur-
chison district. The eyes of the Ministry
and of many other people in this State
are turned on agricultural centres; but
these cannot flourish unless something is
done to open up the goldfields. Gold-
fields lines are absolutely necessary, and
the inquiry I mention should be made at
an early date. The railway will ulti.
mately be extended from Nanpine to
Meekatharra, will go on to Peak Hill,
and will in all probability penetrate the
North-West country, which is valuable
both for mining and pastoral purposes.
I think that the proposed mailway to
Norseman, though not in my district,
should be started at the earliest possible
moment., Tlien we have the proposed

for North Fremantle (Mr,
Bolton} spoke last night. Some speakers
havetouched un Ministerial toursthrough-
out the State. As an ex-Minister I say
that Ministers should take every possible
opportunity of travelling ihrough as
wmuch of the country as they can visit.
I should like to see a few Ministers come
to my district to be convinced of its
possibilities; and then I do not think
they would treat it as they treat it now,
when they absolutely refuse to give us
any assistance at all.  And more facilities
should be given to private members also
to see some parts of the country.

Lasorr MemBER: Should they go to
Nannine ¥

Mzr. HOLMAN : I should not like to
see them go there, leat they shounld meet
with the fate which befellme, Members
who travel are put to great expense,
which they are supposed to defray out of
their salaries. The nien representing the
back-country constituencies should he
given greater facilities for travelling.
Take the constifuency of Pilbarra. Had
members been botter paid and travelling
exllnenses provided, that district would
still be represented by a local man; but
its member was forced to resign because
his salary was not sufficient and he was
losing money ; and until the representu-
tives of the people are better paid, the
State cannot be properly represented in
this Parliament. We have heard much
about the public battery systom in
Western Australia; in fact, the Minister
for Mines has made it a pet scheme of
his, and boasts of his achievements in
that regard. I am prepared to say that
the public battery system is a disgrace to
those who have had control of it, becuuse
it is absolutely rotten. We have hun.
dreds of thousands of pounds worth
of machinery which should have been
valuable but 18 almost entirely useless.
I remember the Minister's boasting some
little time ago that before be took charge
the less on public batteries was £7,000 a
year. But at that time we had no cyanide

lauts; and bad we now no cyanide plants

we should still havea heavy loss in respect
of public batteries. The whole of the
profit is now derived from cyaniding.
Year after year we huve profits from the
cyaniding, while erushing alone shows a
loss.
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Tre MinisTER FOR MInEs: There has
been a great reduction in the charges for
erushing.

Mer. HOLMAN: Yes; but I say the
reduction is not so great as the Minister
would lead us to believe; because prior
to the reduction which he made the stone
carted to the batteries was charged for at
per ton of 22 feet; and the officers were
not very particular in the measurement.
When the Minister took charge he
reduced the measurement to 21 feet—a
reduction of about 5 per cent.—and
issned strict instructions as to measure-
ment, so strict that I have known a
charge to be made for a quarter of o foot
in a loud of stone. That shows the
cheeseparing system adopted by the
Minister.

Tae DMivisTer For Mines: The
mepsurements are honest, and customers
receive value for their money.

Mr. HOLMAN : [ know that; but I
say that the reduction you made is not so
great as you would like people to think
it is. I say that on cyaniding at 10s.
per ton there should at the very least be
a profit of from 3s. to ds. per ton, and
that cyaniding shonld be donre for a
much lower price than that now charged.
Since the Minister took control of the
. department some 200,000 tons of cyanide
sands have been treated ; and we should
have a profit from that treatment of
about £40,000. That would make up
for a great many losses which we have
bad to put up with prior to his taking
charge of the department. Since he has
been in charge of the batteries he shounld
have made a profit out of them. Ever
since he took charge, in 1900, I think,
he has had practically full control of the
battery system. The intervals during
which Labour Ministers were in charge
were 80 short as to be not worth speaking
of. They were not long eneugh, in
power to change the system. Therefore,
if the public battery system is now a
failure, the present Minister is to blame.
State batteries should be encouraged;
but by the present system thousands
of pounds are wasted in scrap-iron
—in the purchase of second-hand bat-
teries absolutely useless and thrown
agside by mines, and bought up by the
Mines Departinent ; and nearly the whole
of these were, I think, purchased by the
anthority of the present Minister.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tae Mivister vor Minves: The
statement is quite incorrect. In nearly

every instance the second-band batteries
now in use at Randalls, at Yarn, at Pig
Well, and at Sandy Creek, were pur-
chased by my predecessor, the Labour
Minister.

Mg, HOLMAN: I have not as good
ap opportunity as the Minister for look-
ing through the records, but I believe
that the departmental reporta show the
dates when the batteries were purchased.
and that we bought 11 or 12 second-hand
batteries.

Tue Minsrez rorR Mines: No. I
think you will find there are 7, and I had
nothing to do with any of them,

Mz. HOLMAN : Ithink that from your
reports it will be found there are 11 or
12; and I Lelieve that you were respons-
ible for the purchase of 6 or 7 of these.

Tue Minisrer ror Mines: The
statement is quite untrue.

Mer, HOLMAN: I say, so far as1
know, it ig true, and so far as thereports
show,

Meg. SPEAEKER: As the Minister
gays the statement is incorrect, the hon.
member must withdraw.

Mr. HOLMAN : T withdraw,

Me. SPEAKER: The Minister him-
self erred in saying the hon. member’s
statement wus untrue. T hope he will
not again use that expression.

Mr. HOLMAN: I should like to have
more correct reports submitted; and I
Yook forward with pleasure to the report
which we shall receive, I hope in the
near future, from the present inguiry
board; and I hope they will have sense
enough to inquire into the purchase of
the second-hand batteries.

Tae MinistER FoR MinEs: You will
have that report in about a week.

Mgr. HOLMAN: Whether the syatem
at present in force in Western Australin
is a success or a failure lies on the
shoulders of the present Minister. He
has spent thousands, I might say
hundreds of thousands, in the purchase
of batteries and eyanide plants. Without
question no Minister has had so little to
contend with. His expenditure has never
been criticised by members of this House.
But bhe has not taken advantage of the
opportunities he has had, Verylittle bas
been done.  'We have supplied ammuni-
tion to the extent of hundreds of
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thousands of pounds to the MMinister,
and it has been fired away thousands at
a time, but the Minister has made very
few hits. He has advertised all the hits
he has made, but not any of the misses.
The expenditure to date on public
batteries is £217,081. With interest
and sinking fund that would amount to
over a quarter of a million of money lying
in our public batteries. But when we
consider that most of these batteries are
_a2bsolutely useless for treating the pros.
pectors’ stone in an economical manner,
1t is a disgrace for any man to say that
be has been in the Mines Department for
the last five years. Blame cannot be laid
on the officers of the department, becanse
we know that the Minister has had com-
missions, State mining engineers, and
boards appeinted, and beiler, mining,
and other inspectors travelling over the
country reporting time after time. If the
responsibility rests on anyone it is on the
Minister, and on the Minister alone;
because if the officers did not reportina
proper inanner he should have appointed
men who would do so. We find that
even now the department is buying a
second-hand battery at a cost of a few
hundred pounds less than an up-to-date
plant would cost. T think the State
should lead in the purchase of up-to-date
machinery, and not follow behind by
purchasing dismantled and out-of-date
machinery thrown aside by mining
companies. I should like the Minister
to take into consideration the question
of introducing gas-producing engines
vsed in many of the other States. They
are very economical and can be used with
either wood or coul, or any other fuel.
Tests should be made at the earliest
opportunity to prove whether this class
of wachinery would be a success hers
or not. 1 have been informed, and have
read the matter up so far as my limited
Imowledge of machinery will allow me to
do in this matier, and find that the
reduccion in cost of fuel is laid down by
the authorities as from 50 to 66 per cent,
It would be a great item in the cost of
wood in our back country. The Minister
should at the earliest opportunity secure
one of these plants and send it to the
back country to see whether it is any
good or not. We find we have the same
old promises made by the Minister of
assistance to prospectors; but when I
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. show how my own district has been

treated, members will agree that very
little has been dome to carry out these

romiges. At Meekatharra, a place that

as turned out nearly 30,0000zs. of gold,
they have a battery which is breaking
down most of the time, and a cyanide
plant which has been idle for over six
months, while 3,000 tons of stowe are
waiting to be crushed. Batteries and
other machinery are being erected there,
but there is no water supply. The Min-
ister has promised to give the district a
supply of water in the near future. I
hope he will push on with the work and
give the people there an opportunity of
opening up the indugtry. The Peak Hill
mine has bezn under exemption for the
last six months, I made application to
the Minister that no exemption should be
granted wunless tributing was allowed.
The Minister granted the exemption and
inserted the tributing clause, but the
warden refused to give the information
to the people in the district, and the mine
has been lying idle. I wus absent in the
Eastern States owing to ill-health ut the
tiwme, s0 could not attend to the matter,

.but I believe the company are again

going to apply for exemption in the near
future. 1 hope the Minister will not
grant it, because they have had sufficient
exemption alrendy ; but if be does I hope
it will only be on coudition that the mine
is thrown open to tribute. Had the
warden wmade the information known
when the lust exemptivn was granted
there might have been from 70 to 100
men working tributes on the mine. In
the case of Ravelstone the Minister, in-
stead of charging the same rate as at other
batteries charged 2s. a ton more. I com-
plained of this, and he bas now promised
to treat the people there the same as
people are treated in more favourable
localities. ~ We have Nannine and other
places not catered for the same as dis-
tricts in the Menzies electorate, though
they should receive the same treatment.
No assistance has been granted to the
people at Quinn’s. The Minister abso-
lutely refused to give assistance to the
prospectors at Burpakura, A request
wag made from Gabanintha for a subsidy
on a privatelv-owned batlery, but it was
refused by the Minister owing, he said, to
the high price charged there. That
high charge was fixed by the Minister
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for Mines. When I made an appli-
cation for a subsidy the Minister vefused
to give it, though he had offered a subsidy
previously to the owner of the batlery.
Refusal to give ussistunce in these dis-
tricts means the abandoning of a large
number of leases, and the dropping out
of work of a lot of miners. 1f the Minis-
ter would only give the same assistance
there as is given to some localities, it
would encourage the people to develop
their miines as they should do. At Gum
Creck the prospectors have worked for
three years without any return from their
leases, and the Minister has treated them
most ungenerously. Members who read
the newspapers will have read the re-
marks I made on the subject. The
Minister’s reply to we was absolutely
incorrect.  He stated, for instance, that
the Mt, Morgans wine had only been
granted 1s. 6d. per tou, but it was Zs.
There were several other ipaccuracies.
When I pointed them out to the Minister
he acknowledged them to me personally,
but he did pot have the manliness to
acknowledge them in the papers. I will
read some extracts from letters to show
the treatment meted out to prospectors
in my district, and to show that the
Minister has given assistance to a very
limited extent. The only assistance he
is giving at the present time is to those
greatly interested in the Chamber of
Mines. One letter from Gumn Creek
Bays:—

We have just had a clean up of 228 tons for
an average of 114dwts., which considering the
time we have been here has left us a good
deal behind as far as our creditors are con-
cerned, let alone our own money and Iabour pnt
into the concern. The Minister's decisivn in
thie cage has thrown us back, and we think he
should have used a little more discretion as
far as the rule is concerned in this case, con-
sidering the owners do not wish to participate
in the subsidy; and all Gam Creek and dis-
trict prospectors think the same. Wea now
intend to take out another small parcel, just fo
try aed square our creditors, but it will not
pay us anything for our labour, and then we
will leave the mine to who wishes to work her,
ard try and raiee enough mvney on wag s to
loare Wost Aunstralia for good. I and mates
have been in the country for 11 years and
spent the money we brought in and earned,
and we are now refused a fair and honest
request by what is a so-called good and liberal
Goverrment.

That letter is in teference to a request
for & subsidy by leaseholders who bhad

- [ASSEMBLY ]

Sizth duy.

given a quarter interest in their mine to
a private syndicate to erect a battery.
The Minister refused to give this mine
a three-quarter subsidy because they had
been unfortunate enough to have to give
away a quarter portion of the mine to
get a battery. It is a disgrace that
such a thing should occur. They write
agaln;:--—

I may tell you that if we had not given the
quarter interest away and they had decided
to erect the battery farther north (which they
would have done if not receiving the quarter
interest) they would have, in my opinion, a
great difficulty in obtaining a supply of water.
My principal reasons are, viz.:—T1he Water
Supply sent out a boring plant and they put
down in all four holes, 140ft., 80ft., 80ft., and
60ft., and could not obtain any except in the
140ft. hole, and that very poor. On this they
left a pump and rope. Also most of the etafts
are down 100ft. and over, and are not troubled
with water. Therefore, had we not parted
with a quarter interest the Government would
have most probably to shell out a good deal
more than a conditional £200 to obtain water,
and with a little bad luck in that line the
battery may have been far from going yet;
and for the amount of the three-quarter
subsidy, we would have been far better off if
we had to pay the cartage than give the
interest away to benefit the place. Anyhow,
the amount of the subsidy we are fighting
about is not worth the trouble, but only shows
what constitutes the presemt Miniater of
Mines for what he calls a fair justice dealt
out to genuine prespectors in your district.

I also received letters from Mr. Grace,
president of the Prospectors and Lease-
holders’ Association. He wrote as
follows :—

I have read your remarks in the West dusira-
lian of the lith June. T am pleased you
showed some of the disabilities nader which
the prospectors (and through them the mining
industry) suffer. I could cite parallel cases
without ending and enlarge the ground for
complaint in many instances,

In the back country from end to end the
same injustice is seen. The pruspectors
cannot get facilities for crushing their
ore, and they have to give away interests
in their holdings in order to do so. No
inducement is given to the prospector to
open up the industry and to give us mines
in place of those that are being worked
at present, Also at Wiluna the same
dissatisfaction exists. They have no
cvanide plant exzcept one owned by a
private individual who has given great
dissatisfaction. In fact cases had to
be taken into court before they could
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get satisfaction.
from the Minister why the cost of
cyaniding in the State plants is so
much higher now than it was a few
years ago. I called for a returcz in 1908
to show the cost of cyaniding sands.
At that time it was 4&. 8d. to 7s. 4d. per
ton. Now the costs are 7s. 3d. to 10s.
4d. per ton, or nearly 3s. a ton bigher.
There must be something radically wrong
if that is the coat, and the figures of fhe
Minister show that is so.

Tue MinisTer roR Mings: Thatis
for last year, you must remember.

Mz, HOLMAN: I can quote later
figrures. Those for the last three months
show the same state of affairs, and are in
some cages higher,
adopted now 1s hardly the correct ong;
becavse if they could cyanide at 4s. 8d.
to 7s. 4d. three years ago, they should be
able to do it for less now, instead of the
price rising from 7s. 4d. to 10s. 4d. 1
trust the Minister will do something to
encourage prospecting. He is doing
very little in the country I represent, but
in Menzies he has done wonders. He has
spent £70,000 on public batteries there,
and they are losing money year after year
in crusbing stone ab those batteries.
Had similar treatment been meted out to
the prospectors in other parts of the State
the mining industry would be in a much
better position than it is to-day. Charges
should be reduced at the batteries, and I
trust the Minister will take steps to ses
that a reduction is brought about. The
Minister should do more than he is doing
to encourage local companies. The erec-
tion of batteries and the granting of
crushing facilities is mnot sufficient.
Prospectors should be enconraged to sink
deeper on their properties. The QGovern-
went might treat leaseholders in the
same way us the Government in Victoria
treated leaseholders in years gone by. 1
happened to come across one or two cases
the other day. They are old cases, but
they give an instance of how leaseholders
were treated. There is one mine, the
Duke TUnited, at Timor, which was

I think the system |

[ Juuy, 1906.]

I would like io know -

Sizih day. 279
were wade to other wines; two grapts of
£10,000 each were made to wines at a
place called Rutberglen. Vietoria hus
given better treatment to the industry
than Western Australia has. If the
Minister will depart from the polic
which has been adopted since be has
been in the Mines Department and help
the progpectors, we will give him ull the
assistance we can. Although T am
opposed to the Minister politically, I can
see eve-to eye with him in his wish to
encourage the prospectors, and unless he
gives encouragement to the prospectors
the mining industry will suffer, and, as a

. natural corollary, the whole of the indus-

suffering from depression, and a sum .

of £6,000 was advanced by the Govern-
ment.  This money was paid back
with interest, and the mine afterwards
paid £40000 in dividends, and every
month for over three years it paid wages
to the amount of £2,800. Other grants

tries of the State will suffer. I would
like to deal now with the Railway Depart-
ment. We find that the depurtment at
the present time is Tun on very different
lines from those in vogue when the Labour
Government were in power. The number
of men employed is considerably less, and
the profits this year will be considerably
greater than they were last year. The
profit no doubt has been brought about
by a reduction of wages, retrenchment,
and the dismissal of hands, also allowing
the permanent way to get intoa bad stute
of vepair. What has brought this about ?
The outery uygainst the Commissioner of
Railways whose term of office is drawing
to a clese, and the Commissioner would
be very foolish if he were to bring the
railways of Western Australia up to a
high state of efficiency just in time to be
kicked out of his position. The Commis-
missioner is retrenching wherever he can
to show a good financiul position at the
end of the year. T inaintain the Govern-
ment should not have allowed that state of
affairs to take place. It would have'been
better to keep the lines in a fair state of
efficiency and show a less profit. We
have the Combine howlidg for a reduc-
tion of freights which they are not
entitled to, and other people are doing
the same thing. As regards the rvailway
employees, I say they should vever have
been forced to go into the Arbitration
Court at all, and it T had remained in the
podition of Minister for Railways a little
longer, these men would not have been
allowed to go into the Arbitration Court.
When T was Minister an agreement was
conte to with four unions. Anindustrial
agreement was entered into For a term of
three years. The only men left out were
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those belonging to the West Australian
Bociety of HRailway Employees, who
were for a great part unskilled meu,
workers on the permanent way. When
that matter first came before me the Com-
misgioner bad refused tv meet the men,
I arranged a meeting vn my own respon-
sibility and I instructed the Commis-
siover to see the men. That course has
not been followed since.  The policy of the
Railway Depuartment sbould not be framed
by the Commissioner but by the Minister
for Railways. The present Minister
could have stopped the reduction of wages
if be had been eo disposed. I brought
the matter before the Minister last
session, when I asked if he would prevent
any reduction of wages on the railways,
and the Minister declined to give an
assurance; therefore, I say the Minister
is responsible for any reduction of wayes
brought about. ’

THe Minister ror MINES:
reduction ?

Mr. BOLMAN: The reduction of
wages at Fremantle and Geraldton, and
those which are being paid here at the
present time.

Tee MinisTer FoR Mines : You mean
the casual hands?

Me. HOLMAN : Yes.

Tee MisstEr For MINES:
men are being paid 8s. per day.

Mr. HOLMAN: They are now; but
they were off work some time, and they
did not go back to work until a public
agitation compelled the Minister to pay
the old rate of wages. It bas been said
that the Commissioner is all-powerful in
connection wilth the railways of Western
Australia. I de not think so, becanse the
railways are vested in the Minister and
" he is responsible for any change of
policy, and I say a reduction of wages is
part of the policy. The reduction in the
wages was made to show a large profit at
the end of the year.

Tae MinisTER FOR MinEs : There has
not been a large reduction of wages.

Me. HOLMAN: There have been
reductions, and at the present time men
are dismissed and others are called on
to do double work. If there has not
been an actual rednction of wages the
work of the men has been increased,
and there has been a reduction in the
nuwsber of hands employed. Some young
men have been put on to replace old

What

Those

[ASSEMBLY. ]

" hands.

Sixth day.

One man whe was discharged
hiad to walk about for 10 weeks in search
of work. He went from the South-
Western district to the goldfields, walking
day and night, but he did not get work
there. I would like to see a similar agree-
ment between the bulk of the employees
on the railways as that made between
the four unions mentioned and the
Commissioner of Railways, and if I
had remwained in office for another
month that would have been done. The
agreement would have been eutered into
long before, only for a certain circum-
stance for which mneither I nor the
Commissioner was responsible. So long
as our railways pay and Western Aus-
tralia is in the same position as now
there should be no propesal by the
Government for a reduction in wages. I
blame the Govermnent for doing nothing
on the unemployed question. We hear
much about the Fremantle election,
which, to my mind, was a disgrace to the
Government. Looking at the adminis-
tration of the Electoral Act from the
start, and taking the Geraldton, Cool-
gardie, and East Fremantle elections, we
find that men have commuitted breaches
of the Act and the Government have taken
no action against those people. We find
at the present time Mr. Holmes, whose
seut at Kast Fremantle is in dispute, is
putting his opponent to a great deal of
expense. I say, in conpection with the
East Fremantle dispute that state of
affairs was brought about by the mal-
administration of the Electoral Act, and
Mr. Angwin’s expenses should be borne
by the Government. At present we have
one man with money beating another man
because he has none. The action of Mr.
Price in taking Mr. Kidson on the plat-
form to speak onhis behalf was a disgrace.
The Minister for Works took an employee
from his own department to speak for
bim during the elections, which I think
was disgraceful. Then there was the
action of the Minister for Mines in
refusing to listen to a Government ew-
ployee attending on a deputation.

Tue MinisTER FOR Mines: He should
have been at his work.

Me. HOLMAN : Ithink Mr. McCallum
should have the same opportunities when
he is not being paid by the Government
to take up any public position he likes in
Western Australia, as Mr. Kidson was.
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But the right of freedom was denied Mr.
McCallom by the Minister for Mines.
Take the action in connection with the
police dealing with electoral matters in
Fremantle. The police were sent out so
as to take an unfair advantage of electors
in the district. Promises were made by
paid agents or willing tools of the
Minister for Works. Take the case of
Mr. Beresford going around promising
the police an increase of sixpence a day
in their pay and a reduction in the hours
of labour. The same promises were made
by Mr. Rason at North Fremantle, and
the same bribery and corruption and
inducements were held out by other
Ministers. @ We have beard the Min-
ister for Works condemr those who
spoke at street corners for the atti-
tude they took up; but no statements
have been made to the House to show
that the remarks made at the street
corners were anyvtbing but the truth.
We had to speak at the street cormers
because we bad no woney to pay for
halls. One staterwent I made at a
street corner, and a statement that T
should not be ashamad to make in' the
House or on any platform, was that had
we adopted the same tactics ag some of
those constituting the Government party
we should bave bLeen able fo speak in
halls. What F referred to was that
certain members of Parliament have
been in a position to buy land and sell it
to the Government within & few months
at a profit of some thousands of pounds.
If we had taken a similar advaniage
we should have been able perhapa to
build halls, let alone rent them for a
night. I am sorry there is nothing in
the Grovernor’s Speech in regard to edu-
cation for people out back. Nothing is
said in the Speech with regard to indus-
trial matters which are of importance to
this country. Nothing is done to cope
with the unemployed, although we have
thousands of people in Western Aus-
tralia who are at present in a very bad
condition, not having enough to eat or
drink, und we have immigrants coming
here at the present time taking the
place of those who are working; but
nothing is being done by the Governwent
to cope with the unemployed difficuliy.
Then nothing is said about an amend-
ment of the Arbitration Act, which,
although it has done a great deal of good
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to the State, at the present time is not
workable in the best interests of the
people. Then we find that instead of the
Ministry representing the people of the
country, they are representing the Cham.
ber of Mines. The Chamber of Mines
at present are manufacturing disputes
throughout the State. I will quote one
or two; one at Wilana, where there was
entive uccord between the employees and
employers, but where the Chamber of
Mines stepped in and brought about a
dispute. They were hundreds of miles
away, but, as I say, they brought about &
dispute. Now, they have sent their
secretary to Peak Hill, and are trying to
maunufacture a dispute in relation to the
Peak Hill company, who are not emn-
ploying any men at all, but the Chamber
of Mines advises and asserts that they
are going to state a case for the Arbitra-
tion Court. Then we have men at Hig-
ginsville whose wages are veduced, and it
means practically a lockout. Are the
Government going to allow the same
state of affairs to exist, or take some
measutes to administer the laws of the
couniry in the interests of the people and
not the Chamber of Mines? Then, with
regard to the Workers’ Compensation
Act, something should be done to allow
the employees who are injured at their
work to receive accident pay from the
day the accident occurs, and also to
see tbat they receive half the wages
they were receiving at the time of
the accident. At present in the case
of a large number of employees, mostly
in Fremantle, when they meet with an acci-
dent and only happen to bave worked
three months out of the twelve, the
amount they have earned in the three
wonths is divided between the twelve
months, and they receive per week half
of what that would come to per week.
That is a fraud. It is very unfair indeed,
and the Compensation Act should be
amended so that a person who met with
an accident should, from the time of the
accident, receive balf the wages he was
receiving when the accident occurred.
Then we have the Factories Act, and I
am pleased to know that the inspector of
factories, Mr. Vinceut, has done really
good work in the position be holds. I
hope nothing will be done to curtail the
power of that officer. The Factories Act
should be amended to give him far more
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power than he has at present. The
working of the Factories Act and the
factories department since he has bad
charge is a credit to himself and every
officer under him, and I hope that his
efforts in the interests of the factory
workers in this State will be recognised
by the Government, that he will receive
fair recompense for the work he has done,
and that an amendment of the Factories
Act will be brought about to give him
the power which he does not hold at
present to farther extend the good work
he has accomplished so far. One thing
I would like to ask the Government: are
thev going to bring down that communi.
cution received from the home authorities
last year in connection with the Factories
Aect, which we were then promised by the
Premier (Mr. Rason)? I trust they
will. A promise was mude to this House
that in all probability we should receive
that communication or a statement in
connection with it; but like every other
promise that was made, it has not
been carried out. I hope the present
Government will not follow the action of
the Rason Government, which allowed
Chinese to register under the Factories
Act when they were not eotitled to be
registered. That was done by the Gov-
ernment which has just gone out of office.
In connection with several other measures
brought forward in the Governor's
Speech, there are some which will receive
my support, including a tax on unim-
proved land values, aiso & Fire Brigades
Bill, and several other matters of minor
importance, But I trust that the pro-
mises set forth in the Governor's Speech
in connection with the mining develop-
ment of the goldfields and the assistance
to be given to prospectors will be carried
out, and that instead of acting as he has
done in the past, the Minister will come
forth and fulfil the prowises he has been
so profuse in giving in the past, T trust
that the industry will receive fair treat-
ment, and that he will not close his eyes
to every electorate outside his own, but
will mete out the same treatment to the
whole of the electorates in Western Aus-
tralia. I can mention a score of places
outside my own district which require
assistance. Assistance has Deen asked
for at Cue and Dayv Dawn for ¢crushing
facilities, and bas always been refused.
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Asgsistance has also been asked for several
other parts.

Tur MinisTER ror Mives:
put all the blame on me for that.

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not putall the
blame on the present Minister for Mines,
but I say that when he simply refuses a
thing because another Minister pre-
viously had done so

Tae MinisTer ror MINES:
From the reports we receive.

Mr. HOLMAN: I say that when the
Minmister does that, he shows a weak
position, und I hope he will give atten-
tion to the reports recgived from Nannine
and erect a State battery, which was
definitely promised. The Minister has
several times, in replying to my remarks
in the Press, referred to the fact that the
previous Government had not done so
and s0. I do not think that is any
excuse. It does not matter what Minister
refused it. If the assistance is war-
ranted, it should be given, in any part of
the State, and it should not be confined
to any one part. I conclude these few
remarks which I have wade for the
information of the Minister, and say as 1
have alwaye said, that although I will
oppuse him as strongly as I can on
political questions o which we differ—
and I do not suppose I shall ever sit on
the same side as be does—if he will bring
forward anything for the benefit of the
prospectors in this State he will receive
the whole of the support that I can pos-
sibly give him.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Mr.
H. Gregory): I consider weshould indeed
be pleased to think that in regard to
sowe portions at least of the Governor's
Speech we are going to get the support
of those members who are sitting
opposite.

Mz. Scappan : Do you want it ?

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES~ T do
not know. I am quite satistied we could
do without it. I think we should be able
to carry our measures with the support
of those sitting behind us. That will, at
all events, be the great desire of the
present Government, and I feel quite
satisfied that what we have forecast in
this Speech we shall be able to carry into
effect. Tt has been objected by those
sitting opposite that we have not taken
members so fully into our coufidence as
we should have done; that we have not

Do not

COh no.
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given them more information in the
Governor's Speech; in fact that we
should have tied on to the Governor's
Speech a copy of every Bill we intended
to introduce nto Parlinment. Members
should not forgel that the Ministry of
the present day consists to 2 great extent
of new members. I am not saying this
for one moment because we want to get
away from our own responsibility in the
past. When we present our Bills before
Parliament, we should try to exercise the
greatest care to bring down measures
which bave been carefully thought out
aod which we are satisied will carry
with them the goed opinions of the
majority of those who sit on this side of
sthe Chamber. So far as 1 am concerned,
I naturally expected tv be very strongly
criticised. Nearly the whole of those
sitting opposite represent goldfields con-
stituencies, and T suppose, following
their rule of party warfare, they think it
essential they should say extremely hard
und bitter things, and as mining matters
are matters which shey know most about,
I of course come in for their very strong
criticism. I think it will be admitted
that those criticisms have been particu-
larly harsh. Probably I deserve them,
for this reason, that when I feel I have
been unfairly attacked, I always like to
bit back, and I always intend doing it in
exactly the same way. When I see
public statements made by any of my
opponents, and those statements are not
in accordance with the truth, my idea is—
though the person making such statement
may feel satisfied he 18 stating facts
—that T am justified on all occasions
in giving to the Press my opinions in
regard to the matter. My experiences
have been very hard aud very bitter. I
said last year that the party deserved to
have one motto emblazoned in brass,
thal was “ the win, tie, or wrangle
party.”  For the last ten years I have
been  Dbitterly opposed by them, and
during nearly the whole of that term I
bave bad to put up with this sort of
thing. 1t bas just been a question of a
socialist against a democrat. Those on
the opposite side will not admit for a
moment a contention of that sort,

MR. Tayror: The Labour party kept
your Government in powerfor three years.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES : Did
they ?
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Me. TarLor: Yes; when you were in
swaddling clothes.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: How
many of the Labour party did.the hon
member destroy ¥

Me. TavLor:
Labour men.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES : Those
Labour members whose opinions did not
agres with the opinions of the hon.
member,

Mzs. TavrLor: Nor with the Labour
people of this State,

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member had considerable difficulty
in his own electorate with regard to the
Labour party in relation to those little
elections which were held in connection
with the ballot before the election. T do
not want to discuss this question.

Mz, Tavior: Your crowd did that.
I defeated them. T went to the people.
I won by two to oue, and both your
people went down.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
reason will be obvious to those who
listened to the hon. member’s speech
to-night.

Me. TavLor :
you next year.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
think it was rather amusing to listen to
the righteous indignation of the member
for Leonora (Mr. Lynch) the other
night. From the speech he made here,
one would almost imagine he had no desire
for anything but that the truth should
prevail. There is no doubt in my mind
that T have lost the goodwill of those
people who sit opposite ; but what have
Iwon? I have won the support and
sympathy of those men who have been
fighting 1n the back country, and T shall
be able to show the House to-night by
statements I shall make, the work donein
the department whilst I have been there,
and the work which was done by those
whe claimed to help that class of people.
I shall be able to show the country to-
night thut I at least have been their
friend, and I know that they themselves
think I have been the best friend they
have had since we have had a Mines Act
in Western Australia. The member for
Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) made a great
number of statements in the long speech
he delivered here. Lust year he wade
similar statements, and I went to the hon.

Those who were not

It will be obvicus to



284 Address-in-Reply :

[ASSEMBLY.]

member after he had wmade his speech

and handed him some extracts from the
file which showed him tbat the stateinents
he made were incorrect. The hon.
member never rose in the House and
explained that the statements were
incorrect. He took very great umbrage
about the reporting of a speech I recently
made in Cue where this incident oceurred
in relation to Chesson and Heydon.

At 6-30, the SPEARER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinuing) : When we adjourned [ was
talking of the hostility shown me hy
Labour members; and I should like now
to draw attention to the absence from
the House of those who, during the last
few mnights, have been making the
strongest attacks upon me.

Mg. Tavror: I amn here to answer the
charge.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Ob,
I do not count the hon. member. But I
did desire to-night to deal with certain
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Bath) and the members for Mt.
Leonora (Mr. Lynch) and Mt. Magoet
(Mr. Troy); and I regret that they are
absent.

Lasovr Mewser: They did ot know
that you were to speak.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Per-
haps they did not; but I think their
place is here.
tion to a remark made some time ago by
the Leader of the Opposition, when he
referred to me as a * jackal for the Jews,”
and said that my departwent was rotten
to the core. I think it would have been
fair for the bon. member to be here in
his place now that I have a chauce of
replying to him, and that here on the
floor of the House he should have sub-
stantiated some of his statements, and
ghown why the Mines Department or the
Railway Department are, to use his own
words, rotten to the core. As I pointed
out this evening, I have undoubtedly
incurred the animosity of those members
opposite; and on the other band—and I
am pleased to say it—1I have been able to
earn the sympathy and support of the
battlers in the out-back-portions of this
country. Those are the men whom I
have tried to fight for all the time
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I have been in Parliament; and 1 do
not intend to go about the country
like the member for Leonora (Mr. Lynch)
and ask those men to trust in Loring.
The men I have been working for are not
all unionists; and I think the members
on the Government side of the House are
coavinced, because I do not wish to con-
vince those opposite -—

Mr. Borron: Why waste words ?

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have heard an awful lot of claptrap, but
I do not think there will be as much
claptrap in what I am about to eay as
there was in the speeches from the
Opposition.

Mze. Tavior:
our remarks.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
wish the hon. mewber to understand
that I treat him with absolute contempt.
I wish to deal first with the speech of
the member for Mt. Magpet (Mr. Troy).
That speech occupied 13ft. of Hansard,
or 156 inches, or over 1,200 lines. It
contained 1,200 lines of abuse of me, and
about 10 lines regarding the one big
question concerning the mining industry
in hig own district-—railway communica-
tion between our existing system and
Black Range. About a dozen lines con-
tain all that the hon. member .bad to
say on that railway. He did not come
here to tell us what were the resources

You seem not to like

. of the district, or what Jdevelopments

T was about todraw atten- -

justified the construction of the hine.

Mr. Hupson: He told you that last
sesgion.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Look
at Hansard. No more than about a
dozen lines refer to the railway to Black
Range, and there are over 1,200 lines of
abuse of the Mines Department. Iheard
some little time ago that the hon. member
{Mr. Troy) was studying far the bar;
and I believe that by mmstake he got a
copy of Gulliver's Travels and the works
of De Rougemont. I think I shall -be
able to show that there was much of De
Rougewont in the hon. member’s state-
ments. He first complains that 1 did not
treat him with proper courtesy. A little
while ago an application was made by
some prospectors at Maninga Marley,
near Black Range, who required a well to
be sunk. The application waa referred
by me to the proper officers for report.
Shortly after that, a letter was sent to the
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member for the district.
obtained, and 28 it recommended the
expenditure of the money, I approved the
expenditure. I have been told by the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
that I am like an old hen cackling over a
new-laid egg in regard fo this matter.
There is one good thing, however: the
egg is worth something, though the hon.
member's saucepan in which it is evoked
is worth very little, Since I have taken
control of the department, knowing that
a large sum of money has been placed
with me to expend, my rule has been to
give to the Press the fullest information.
That information was given to the Press
before the hon. member got word through
the department. This is the letter sent
to me by the member for Mt Magnet
{Mr. Troy) :—

I have to complain of your lack of courtesy
in dealing with my communication of the 2nd
inst., referring to the necessity for providing
& domestic water supply for the residents of
Maninga Marley, in the Black Range district.
Whilst no information has been given me
regarding your intention, I note in the Mormn-
ing Herald of to-day that that organ issupplied
with the fullest particulars. I attach the
extract for your perusal .—*The Minister for
Mines intends to make provision on the next
Estimates for the sinking of a well at Maninga
Marley, in the Black Range district, oo the
Nungarra-Lawlers road.”

This is not the first occasion that my com-
munieations have been ignored; and T desire
to ;nter my strongest protest againat auch
tactica.

I wish to explain that if the hon. member
or any other hon. member thinks that I
intend to spend my time in writing letters
to members of Parliament, he is mistaken.
In the ordinary course, all correspond-
ence goes through the brunch which
deals with correspondence ; and that has
nothing to do with me. Apparently it
did not matter to the hon. member for g
single moment whether these prospectors
got their well or not; but he objected
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The report was ' Bluck Range; and I consented. Ishould

like to inform members that with regard
to the battery system, in order to save
friction and to prevent favour being
shown by the managers, we insist that
every man who desires to become a
customer shall enter his name in the
crushing book, and the manager has to put
on the record hoard the name of the man,
the lease the stone is obtained from, and
the quantity he expects to crush. These
particulars are. placed npon the notice
board, und every customer can see them,
and frow the position of his name on
the list can form an opinion as to when
he cun get his stone crushed. The
member for Mount Magnet brought this
Mr. Schumann to me; and because
he said thie man had ezpended o
considerable amount of money there,
he asked me to send instructions to
the manager ordering him to give
preference to Mr. Schumann, that he
should he permitted to get his stone
crushed before those whose names took
priority on the notice board; and I
declined in such strong langnage that it
made Mr. Troy go out with a scowl. And
I will decline again to do such a thing,

.even at the request of the hon. member.

[Me. TavLor: You would be justified in
refusing.] He (Mr. Troy) made a great
noise in regard to o meeting which I held
at Cue. The hon. member states that
there were45 people present. Well, that
is by the way; but I thought there were
from 200 to 250 persons present. TWhat
wag Lhe reason of the hon, member's
objection? Simply becanse I drew
special attention to a statement he had
made in the House last year. 1 think I
read it before the House adjoorned
for tea; so I will not repeat it. Bul
he also drew attention to another

, matter, a matter of very much moment

that any information, good or bad, .

should be given to the public except
through himself. And be made a farther
complaint, that when he waited upon

me with a deputation he was received |

with a scowl. Thke hon. member did not
take the House into his confidence in
regard to the object of that deputation,
He called upon me a little time ago with
a Mr. Schumann. He rang me up, and
asked if I would meet a deputation from

to the people of the back county; and
that was the question of telegraphic
extengion lo out-back places. We have
all stated on the public platform our
desire to give facilities to the people who
live in the out-hack districts. We desire
to give to the man who is braving all the
dangers of the back country, and who is
doing his best to develop the resources of
this State, some of the advantages of
civilisation ; und we can give him nothing
better than telegraphic communication.
The mentber for Mt. Magnet stated I was
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trying to claim the credit in connection
with certain extensions. He said that I
promised the people of Black Range to do
my best to obtain for them telegraphic
facilities; that I had done nothing; and
that everything had been done by the
party (Labour) which sits oppnsite. I
happen to have here some extracts, which
are rather important, because in the first
place they show upon whom the blame
lies for delay in giving telegraphic com-
munication to these people; they show
clearly who is responsible. The Federal
Government asked whether we would
guarantee any loss which might result
from any of these out-back telegraph
lines. This is & communication from the
Prime Minister, in reference to the ex-
tension of the telegraph line to Black
Range : —

On the 17th May, 1904, the then Postmaster
General (Mr. Mahon) directed that the State
Government be asked whether they desired its
construction, as a State Minister had visited
the place and said the line was warranted
T'he papers were referred to the Deputy Post-
master General, Perth, whn reporteg that the
Minister for Mines (Mr. Gregory) considered
the construction of the line would be justified ;
although not at first producing sufficient re-
venue to more than pay expenses, yet it would

do much to assist in opehing up the State. *

The Postmaster General thought this was

* insuflicient to justify the expenditure, and
directed (29/7,01) that the matter be placed
before the W.A. Government, and their formal
approval invited to the proposed expenditure ;
but through an inadvertence this instruetion
was not earried out.

Members will see that the statement made
by the member for Mount Magnet, that
although I had promised at Black Range
that T would do my best to get the lina
constructed I had not done so, is shown
by the minute of the Prine Minister to
be absolutely incorrect.

Mze. Barm: You were there before
January, 1904.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
wag there in January, 1904. It was Mr.
Mahon, the Federal Postmaster General,
who insisted that there should be a
guarantee; and owing to inadvertence on
the part of Federal officials the letter was
not sent along. Not then, but shortly
afterwards, another suggestion I had
made that there should be an extension
of the telegraph line from Laverton to
Burtrille was sent from the Federal
Government to rhe State (overnment,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Sizth doy.

saying that if we woold guarantee—.
from memory, it was less than £10 per
annum-—

Mgr. Bate: £B0.

Tae MINISTHER: It might have been
£8. It was from £8 to £10.

Me. Batu: £80.

Tre MINISTER: I say £8; the hon.
member can say what he likes—it was
between £8 and £10, to make up the
estimated loss in connection with this
work ; but the Labhour Government put
it on record that they absolutely refused
to guarantee any loss in connection with
any work that the Commnonwealth were
respongible for.

Mg. Barme: Uutil the matter had been
decided by the Federal Government as to
who should be responsible.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the hon. member will look at the file he
will see that those words are not there.
At any rate that Government absolutely
refused to give telegraphic communica-
tion to these people; and when we got
back to power, the first thing we did was
to guarantee the Federal Government,
not only in connection with the Black
Range, but also in connection with Burt.
ville, any loss on these communications.

Mz. Bate : After a resoclution moved
by the member for Leonora.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: What
effect had the resolution? What is the
use of falking such absurdities? The
member for Leonora, who was a member
of the previous Government that had
just refused to make the guarantee, got
up in this House und asked the mem-
bers

M=. BATH (explanation): I say the
hon. member is incorrect in saying that
the Labour Government refused to give
a guarantee, They refused until the
matter had been decided as te whether
the Federal Government or the State
Government should construet these
works.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
I ask the hon. wember to call for the
papers. T promise that I will produce
the papers so that members will be able
to judge whether my statement is cor-
rect or not. In fact, as speedily as
possible I will give the extracts to the
newspapers, and members will be able to
judge whether what I have stated here
to-night is correct. I say it was simply
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playing to the gallery for a member to
get up in bis place in this House and
move a motion such as the member for
Leonora did, when only a short time

previously the previous Administration !

had refused .to guarantee any loss that
might oceur in connection with these
matters.

M. Baru: Ob, say it again.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: It
is just as well for the public to know,
They get to know a goed deal from the
hon. member, and I think it is only right
that I—[M=. Barz: Should play 1o the
gallery also]—should put my phase of the
question so that the public may judge of
the reliability of the hon. member. I
promise to give those extracts to the
newspapers and then the public can
freely judge.  The member for Mount
Magnet went on to refer to the miserly
way in which I had treated the Meeka-
tharra district. It is only o few weeks
ago since I visited Nannine and Meeka-
tharra, and it was not long after I
returned that the Government endorsed
my recommendation to spend over £9,000
in that district for the purpose of giving
it a. water supply.

Mgz. Baru: But they were a long time
making representations to you without
any effect.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: I
believe the hon. member had the oppor-
tunity of doing something for them if he
desired.

Me. Bara: I did do so.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
would like the hon. member to show
where it is on record.

Me. Bara: Letters on your file will
show it.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: I
contradiet that statement. There is
nothing on the files with regard to the
hon. member. The member for Mount
Magnet referred to the manmer in which
I had recently treated the Nannine and
Meekatharra districts, and I say that I
used all possible energy in connection
with the matter. As soon as I returned
to Perth, T asked Cabinet to approve of
he expendlture of over £9,000. Itis a
risky thing. It is a new goldfield, and the
G overnment are taking a great amount
of risk, yet I was quite prepared to take
the risk, and Cabinet agreed to expend
the money in connection with a water
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supply at Meekatharra. I hope, as soon
a8 I can send an expert to the district
and as soon as I get the Battery Board
report, to spend £2,000 or £3,000 there
to give the district a plant that even the
hon. member for the district will feel
satisfied with. To show thatthe hon. mem-
ber’s statements are vot correct, although
hon, members opposite dillydallied and
absolutely refused to put a battery
at Nannine—1T think one refused and the
other asked for a report—I did not waste
time when I was there. I am sure the
menber for Murchigon will bear me out.
I only stated that I would not proceed
with the erection of a batterv until T had
the report of the Batiery Board. Tbe
hon. member could not convince his own
colleagues to erect a battery there. [M=.
Hormaw: I beg your pardon, The
battery was absolutely promised.] The
hon, member was a member of the
Labour Government that received letters
in connection with this battery, but
nothing was done. I hope within a few
months that something will be done.
The member for Mt. Magnet also re-
ferred to a batterv at Montagu Range,
and accused me of refusing to erect a
battery there. The erection of a battery
there was refused by Mr. Hastie—[Mr.
Herryany : Marvellous !]—and a farther
application was made to Mr. Johnson,
and he promised a farther report ; but in
the interim I think two other batteries
were erected there. Tt iz not that there
is no desire to erect batteries at these
places, but we depend upon the reports
we get from our responsible officers.
Unless we see the districts for ourselves
and take the responsibility upon our.
relves as Ministers, we must be guided
by the officers of the department. But
in thls case, the member for Mt. Magnet
must have known that Mr. Hastie
refnsed the erection of the battery; yet
he tried to throw the whole of the onus
of not doing anything for that district on
my ehoulders, without making any state.
ment as to what had been done prior to
my being in office. The member for
Mt. Magpet also stated that I bad taken
credit for initiating the construction of
the railway station at Fremantle. Mem-
bers must know that iswmot true. The
Rason Government did nothing of the
gort. The work was initiated by the
James Administration, but the real work,
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or the authorjsation of the expenditure | had been started. The sheds had been

of £80,000, was made by Mr. Johnson,
the Minister for Ruilways in the Labour
Administration.

Me. Bata: There was £40,000 for
the purcbase of the land. ‘That was the
first step.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was Mr. Johnson who authorised the
start, of the work. I desire to combat the
argument that we wenl about the country
stating that we were responsible for the
work, The hon. member said that at
Fremantle we claimed credit for starting
the work. The hon. member was doing
nothing but trying to follow De Rouge-
mont, for all the stutements he made were
incorrect.

Mge. Bata: You were a. member of the
Jamezs Government when the land was
purchased at Fremantle.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have stated that the first step was taken
by the James Government.

Mgz. Bara: Then what are you growl-
ing over?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
want to assure members that the state-
ment made by the member for Mount
Magnet, that during the Fremantle elec-
tion we tried to make people believe that
we hud authorised the expenditure, was
incorrect. We have only carried on work
which had been started. There is onl
one thing I can say. I regret very muc
that the authority was given, because I
think there could bave been very large
savings for the State bad a little more
care been taken before the work was
commenced.

Mz. Bara: There might have been
care in the purchase of the land.

Mz. Dacuisa: Did you say that at
Fremantle ¥

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
do not want the hon. member to think
that 1 meant any saving in connection
with the buildings. What I meant was
that valuable ground could have been
saved if more care had been taken.

Mgz. Bare: Who started the erection
of the station ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
work was started about wwo wmonths
before 1 took office; and then for about
two months I was doing nothing but
electioneering and koew nothing of what
was going on, so that the prizeipal work

erected.

Mr. Barr: There was not a stone
laid. If you had wanted to do so you
could have altered the whole of the
plans. You let it go on for months
until £20,000 was spent on the founda-
tions before you tumbled to it.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
never thought you people were so stupid;
and as I was particularly busy in the
back country, I had very little chance of
being able to find out what was being
done down at Fremantle. It appeared
te me to be so strange listening to the
arguments raised by those opposite.
They seem to arrvogate to themselves
everything that is good and pure. We
have the member for Leonora, the mem-
ber for Cue, the member for Mount
Maurgaret, that beautiful specimen of all
that is honest and noble, and the mem-
ber for Mount Magnet, who has been
trying to emulate De Rougemont all the
time, also the Leader of the Opposition
who out in the back country calls me the
jackal of the Jews and says that my
department is rotten to the core, but
when he gets up in his place in this
House there is not one single word about
that rottenness.

Me. Batu: Wait until your Bills
come down. [ told you I shall deal
with them when you introduce them.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member said the department was
rotten to the core. If the administration
was bad, surely it was the hon. member’s
duty from hiz place in the House to
declaim against 1t, and not to throw out
broadcast statements of this descrip-
tion, and to show to the members
here that there was rottenness in con-
nection with the -audministration of my
department.

Mz. Barn: There is more than one
member sitting in Opposition. You have
had a few instances to-night.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Am
I to understand for a single moment
that the hon. member endorses what
they have said ?

Me. Bara: Yes: I endorse what the
member for Murchison said in reference
to the State batteries in your own dis-
trict.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
shall deal with that directly.



Address-in-Beply :

Me. Bara : You had better.

Tae MINTSTER FOR MINES: Mem-
hers opposite seem to arrogate to them-
selves everything that is good and pure.
Their aspirations are noble—[M=z. Scap-
DAN ;: They are trying to emaulate you in
that] —we are boodlers. Their actions
are imbued wilh patriotism; ours with
greed of spoil every time. [Mg. Tavroe:
Judge of the tree by ils fruit.] Hon.
members opposite stand upen a pedestal
with a hulo of righteonaness around them ;
we stand in a charnel house, reeking with
all that is bad. The member for Leonora
the other night in a fit of ecstasy snote
his chestand told us that as long as breath
existed in bis carcase he was going to stick
to all those good and noble sentiments.
He told us if anvone dared to impute
dark operations on their part for the
purpose of feathering their own nests, he
would call it an unmitigated lie. So
would I in reference to the imputations
and insipuations that that hon. member
has dared to make about the remarks
made by me at the time of the Fremantle
election. When speaking on bebalf of
Mr. Price, in answer to an interjection 1
referred to the proposed purchase of the
Midland Railway, and ¥ stated that it was
on that account that the Lahour Govern-
ment resigned. The hon. member is
trying to convince the public that when I
made that statement I tried to make the
public believe that the members who
constituted the Labour Government were
being bribed. I can ounly repeat the
words used by the member for Leonora,
and I suy it is absolutely uvntrue. I had
not the slightest idea of such an insinua-
tion. Let us get down to bedrock straight
away. On Oclober 1st last year we
moved a motion of want of confidence in
the Government. We refused to allow
the question of the purchase of the Mid-
land Railway to come up in that debate:
we said it was too big a question. The
decision on that motion gave the Govern.
went & majority of three members. They
then brought forward their proposals.
There was a lot of recritnination amopgst
themselves, and the member for Subiaco
must have felt disgusted with those sit-
ting on his side of the House. Even the
Leader of the Opposition, who bas said
some very pasty things about me, or the
member for Leonora, or Mr. Drew, a
member of another House, or the mem-
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ber for Subiaco, does not think I in-
sinnated that the Government were being
It is too wild and
too absurd to think so. If any such
iden as that existed it was only in the
imagionation of a cerfain section whom
the Leader of the Opposition to-night
has been so eager to appland.

Mzr. DagrsE: The Government did
not resign on account of that at all.

Me. Borron : The hon. member knows
that, but be makes the statement about
every seven days.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
would like to quote what Mr. Moran said
at that time. )

Me. Dacrisa: Quote what I said;
surely that would give the intention of
the Government.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: Iam
not prepared to tell the member what be
said to his party becanse he was par-
ticularly hargh on them. I am trying to
state my case to-night in my own way,
and I want to show what Mr. Moran said
about this matter.

MER. Dacuise: Why introduce that in
connection with the resignation of the
Government ? Mr. Moran conld not tell
why the Government resigned,

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will deal with that directly. Perhaps
some member on the other side might
tell us.

Memeer: Tell what ?

Tre MINISTER FORMINES: Why
the Government resigned. Mr. Moran
said :—

I can simply say this. I never in my whole
life met o wore tolerant or more generously
disposed Opposition in regard to not aggra-
vating party differences than the Opposition

at present sifting on that (Government) side
of the House.

Mx. HoumaN: That was when you
were approaching him,

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. memnber knows when it was. This
was after we formed our Administration,
and aby chance he hud then would be
very remote.  Mr. Moran said :—

I think they conducted themselves in amost
eminently fair-minded manner, and on every
question showed & most tolerant and generous
spirit. 1n that matter there is not a word of
blame attaching to them for the tactics
adopted right through the piece.

I want to assure the member for Subiaco
more than anyone else, also the Leader
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of the Opposition, and the member for | previous night, but it was particularly

Leonora, that I would sooner have cut
my fongue out than wake such an in-
sinuation as the hon. member has tried
to make the public believe T did. Tt was
owing to the Qovernment proposals over
the Midland Railway that the Govern-
ment resigned.

M. Dagrise : No.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: Give
us a reason then. The member for Leonora
said be was going to watch with an eagle
eye—I hope 1t will not roll too much—
the - Mines Regulations Bill, because he
would not trust me. He said that in
his speech the other night. There was a
Mines Regulation Bill introduced by the
members opposite when in power. Why
did they not attempt to carry that Bill
through, which meant so much to the
miners on the goldfields ?

Mr. Batu: Because the members who
claimed to be supporting it failed to give
any assistance.

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES: That
statement is on a par with many other
statements.  The Bill only reached the
second-reading stage; it was not even
in Committee. I spoke for an hour or
three.quarters of an hour on the second
reading of that Bill, but as to any ob-
struetion, such a statement is absolutely
inaccurate. The Bill was brought for-
ward by the Governwent of which the
Leader of the Opposition was a member.
He claims to bea friend of the miner, and
his Government brought forward a Bill
in the best interests of the miners on the
fields, but why did not the hon. member
do his best to have that Bill passed into
law ?

Mg. Bars: Because we did not have
sufficient support. :

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member was in the Government,
and the Government resigned while the
Bill was before the House.

Me. Bara: Because of lack of support.

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES:
From where ?

Mg. Bata : From the House.

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES:
From the members the hon. member has
Just now applanded. The trouble came
from the hon. member whom the Leader
of the Opposition just nowapplanded for
sbuse of myself. The abuse may mot
have been 5o great as the abuse of the

strong.

Mr. Bare: What about the Inde-
pendents and their motion of censure ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES : They
withdrew it and voted with the Govern.-
ment, which gave them a majority.

Mgp. Bare: That was because yom
could not agree as to the division of the
spoils.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member had better be careful. Ido
not know if it is true, but there wasa
whisper about a coalition.

ME. TavLor: A whisper? Did you
not bave a conference ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member was not in it. There was
no room for the hon. member anywhere.
He made such a hopeless muddle of
everything that he took in hand that he
was not wanted by any party. There
was a whisper of a coalition. Probably
the late member for Kalgoorlic and the
member for Lecnora might be able to say
whether that had anything to do with the
resignation of the Govermment. I am
not going to say whether I heard it in the
street or not, for I do not know if it is
true ; but looking for a reason why the
Government resigned, and we are told
it was not om account of the trouble
in connection with the Midland Railway
proposals, then I ask again and again why
did they resign? There was no obstruc-
tion from the Opposition. We moved
our motion of want of confidence; that was
all.

M=. Borron: It took three weeks,

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: And
we were defeated. The Government were
in the majority. I do not want tolabour
the matter any more, but I want to
assure the Leader of the Opposition that
at no time did I desire to make such a
gross insinuvation as that imputed to me,
and T throw back with all the force of the
member for Leonora his insinuation,
which is absolutely untrue. I feel in
my own heart there is no justification
for such a remark. Much as we may
disagree, 1 honour the member for
Leonora and the member for Subiaco,
and I say that there is not the slightest
truth in any insinuation of that sort.
The member for Mt. Margaret when
sitting here was mild all the time, We
never heard a word from him all the
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time he was o member of the Government,
and they tried to throw him out.

Tae MinisTER For WorES: He made
no speech like the one he made last
night. ‘

Me. Gorpox: No; but he drew his
cheque all the time,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
want to disabuse the minds of members
of the late Government that I made any
imputation, and I refute the insinuation
contained in the speech of the member
for Mount Margaret. A good deal has
been said about Ministers visiting Fre.
mantle at the time of the East Fremantle
election, and speaking on the platform
there. We had a very good precedent
set. us at the time of the East Perth
election. The member for Leonora gave
great praise to the late member for East
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Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: At
Menzies. Let the member remember
that he himself rong up business people
and asked them to subscribe money to
enable Mr. Johnson und himself to go to
Menzies to oppose me. These are the
tactics that were adopted in conmection
with those elections. I am sorry the

. hon. member is not here to-night, as T

LY

Perth, Mr. James, and he said we were

not half so progressive as Mr. James.

- The member forgot to iell the people at -

Menzies that, two years ago when fight-
ing my constitueucy against me. At the
time of the East Perth election, we had
the members of the Ministry speaking
on the platform, and I remethber when
Mr. Johnson spoke at East Perth he
accused the James Government of con-
duct bordering on dishonesty. That was
the precedent we had, but I do not think
we followed on such lines. Great effort
has been made to make out that the
members of the Opposition have very
high aspirations. There is nothing they
can do that is wrong. They have no
case; there is nothing in the Speech that
they can disagree with.

Mr. Bare: There is nothing 1 it
at all.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: To
have satisfied the hon, member we should

would like him to explain where he got
those 30 odd postal votes to hand in to
the returning officer at Mt. Malcolm at
the time of the electiou.

Me. TAYLOR: On a point of order;
the hon. gentleman knows full well that
the member for Leonora has already given
an explanation to the House a8 to how
he came into possession of those votes,
namely that he merely carried them in
an envelope. Itis hardly fair for the
Minister to make such a statement.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
bhon. member may make a speech, if he
likes. In regard to purity of election let
me draw the atteution of members
opposite to a stalement 1 made last
gession, I referred to the hon. member

. (Mr. Bath) voting at Kalgoorlie, and
- drew attention to the fact that he had

boughbt land at Subiaco. Will the hon.
member ask me to withdraw that state-
ment ?

Me. Bara: You stated I had bought

- land and built a house,

have had to tack on all the Bills which

we intend to bring forward, but we shall

give members the information when we :

think advisable. Members opposite talk
much about the purity of elections, and
the member for Leonora was particularly
strong about this. 'We heard a great
dezl of his mock heroics, but we can
afford to take them at their true valua-
tion. Let the member remember the
incidents in connection with the elections
on the fields, and the threatened boycott
of business people.
Mr. Bara: Where was this?

- edited Hangard since.

Teg MINISTER FOR MINES:
Nothing of the sort. T was quite ready
for the interjection. What [ said was:

And to-day my friend resides in Kalgoorlie !
I believe he has recently purchased a piece of
lend in Subinco. He did not try to get o lease
anywhere, though he says a lot against the

-alienntion of Crown lands.

Mr. Bath (in explanation): You are wrong.
I never bought a piece of land in Subiaco, or _
erected a house on it. -
The Minister for Mines : Nota piece of land ?
Mr. Bath: No.

Me. BATH (in explanation): I domnot
know whether the hon. member has
He stated that I

: bought a piece of land and erected a

house on it. T afterwards told him in
the corridor, and he brings it up now,
tbat I bought a house already erected on
the land. T also told tbe hon. gentle-
mau that I was unable to secure a lease
in Subiaco on which to erect a house, and
that if the hon. member would pay me
the money I expended on the land T was
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prepared to let him take the land from
me. He was not prepared to tauke the
offer.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
charged the hon. member with having
voted at Kalgoorlie whilst he was resid-
ing down here, and I drew attention to
the fact that he had bought a piece of
land at Subiaco.

M=. Barr: You might have given the
whole explanation.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have given every word in Hansard.

Me. Baru: You made a great show
about the lease, but you did not accept
my offer.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
am not & land-grabber.

Mg. Batr: The same offer is open to
you or to any of your colleagues to-day.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: We
heard them talking hereabout the purity
of elections, and I alleged that the hon.
member's name had appeared on the roll
for two years at Kalgoorlie and that he
had gone up there to vote. I said that
to the best of my belief he had bought
some land at Subiaco and was living
there. T am only quoting Hansard.

Mr. BATH: On a point of explana-
tion, the hon. gentleman has made con-
siderable remarks about this on previous
accasions, and at one time he stated that
they thought of prosecuting me as one

. who had voted at Kalgoorlie. 1 told the
hon. gentleman at thut time that they
were welcome to start the prosecution ;
and T now say in explanation on this
point, that my name was placed on the
roll by the electoral authorities with-
out my seeking to bave it there. At
the time of the election I found my name
was on the roll for the Kalgoorhe elec-
torate without my making any applica-
tion whatever, 1 immedialely wired to
the returning officer or electoral registrar
for Subiaco to know if my name wus on
the roll for the Subiaco vlectorate, and I
received a reply that it was not. As my
name was only on the Kalgoarlie roll, I
voted at the election for which I was
enrolled.

Me. Bortox: Quite right.

MemBER: Were you eligible ?

Mze. Bara: Yes; I was resident up
there till the day of the election for a
month before,
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Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
thought you were vesiding at Subiaco.

Mz. Bara: I was living at Kalgoorlie.

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member had been resident here
nearly two years, and he and some 20
or 30 others had been placed on the roll
two years as being resident at the Union
Club Hotel.

Me. Bath: I was living there.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES : That
is just the sort of thing we want to try
to combat. We want to prevent, when
we find there is not going to be an elec-
tion in one constituency, the names of
those people who are voters in one elec-
torate from being transferred to another.
We have to be particularly careful in
conneciion with our electoral Act, so as
to make provision that there can be no
such thing as stuffing the rolls. The
hon. member came down to Perth. He
was here as our Chairman of Committees
us I pointed out io the House. I was
compelled to withdraw the remark be-
cause the hon. member said it was not
true. I thought he had bought a piece
of land at Subiaco, and he got up and
compelled me to withdraw that state-
ment.

MR. Bara: You said I had boughta
piece of land and erected a house on it.

Targ MINISTER FOR MINES:
Does the hon. member want. me to quote
Hansard again ¥

Me. Batw: You corrected it. Youn
get hold of the weekly edition, and you
will find it.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES:
It is well to quote Hansard again.

[Portion of previous extract quoted
ayain.]

Mr. Barm: You edited that speech;
corrected it.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES;
Does the hon. member wish to impute
that Hansard would make incorrect re-
ports, or does he really think that next
day I went and tried to falsify the report
of my speech on this matter ?

Mz, Bata: You correct your speeches.

Me. Tavror: You know you do it.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES:
I believe the hon. member would swear
he saw me make the correction. The
member for Brown Hill said :—

You are wrong. I never bought a piece of
land in Subiaco, or erected a house on it.
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I want to point out that those people ' not the place for those particulars, but us

who talk so much about political purity
are not so honourable themselves, after
all. 1t is right to tell them this,

Me. TavrLor: The Supreme Court says
we are.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the Supreme Court gave a proper verdict
on the hon. member, I think it would
say he is fit for a lunatic asylum.

Mg. Herrmanw: Tell us about those
400 votes disallowed at Menzies.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: With
regard to the Speech, members say it is
not explicit enough, and that we should
give more information in respect to our
proposals. Talking from a mining stund-
point, we have several railways which we
think are well worth inquiring into, and
members must not forget that there is a
heavy responsibility upon every member
of the Government. They must re-
member that we have five new members
out of the eight in the present Cabinet,
and it is only right and fair to them
that every information should be sup-
plied to them before we dare to bring
proposals down to this House; more
especially with regard to the expenditure
of large sums of money. It would have
been quite easy for us to have a state-
ment in the Speech that we intended to
build a railway to Ravensthorpe and a
railway to Pilbarra. If we had dared to
gay we intended to build a railway there,
what would members opposite have said ?
What would they have said if we bad
stated we were going to build a railway
to Black Range or Norseman ? We know
we cennot build these four mining rail-
ways this year; probably nrot more than
two; probably not two. We have to
consider all these questions. We have
enunciated in the Governor’s Speech the
railways which we thought should take
precedence, and the fullest information
13 being collected, so that when we come
to the House with our measures we will
be able to give all the information which
bas convinced us that these railways are
the best. It would not be wise for us to

place in the Governor’s Speech a state- .

ment that we thought the Black Range
railway should be built and the Pilbarra
railway left out. We propose, 1 say, to
bring down the fullest infornation we
can obtain. The Governor's Speech is

soon as we possibly can we will bring
down all the information at cur disposal
and take the House fully into our con-
fidence.

Mg. Bata: Why not have done that
in the recess since Jast September ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
Because, as I pomied out to the hon.
member, there are five new members in
the Cubinet, and being iu the Adminis-
tration now they are tied by everything
we do; therefqre it is only wise these
things should be seriously considered.

Me. Barn: But you were going to do
this during recess.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member can make a speech, if he
likes. Anything T say will not make
any difference to nembers on that side of
the House, but I want memberas on this
side of the House to understand our
position, not only in regard to mining
railways, but also in connection with
agricultural railwaye. We want to be
able to come down with solid proposals
which will meet with the approbation of
the members of this Bonse. In connec-
tion with the policy, the member for
Leonora (Mr. Lynch) says that we have
stolen his policy. Then, indeed, he must
be very poor, because as far as I can
remember there has been only one policy
amongst those members opposite, and
that is a policy they learn off by heart.
They have a platform, I believe, and
beyond that I do uol know where the
policy is. He told us our policy was
something like a buck reef. We are quite
prepared to give bim back the little bit
of brass in it, berause there would be no
gold io the policy we should ateal. The
pulicy evidently does not satisty those
hon. members. Why do they oppose vs ?
Because we are going to bring in a tax on
unimproved land values.

Mr. Barr: Yes; and you opposed it
right up to a few months ago.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Will
the hon. member only say where and
show proof, and not make statements like
that, which are incorrect?

Mr. Bara: As a member of the
Cabinet.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
bave always been in favour of a tax on
vnimproved land values.
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Mz. Batu: Not as a member of the

Cabivet.
Tas MINISTER FOR MINES: It is

(ASSEMBLY.]
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ment when he said that if I tried to pass

. amendwnents to the Mining Act he would

like the hon. member’s statements with

regard to my mining legislation. Time
after time he told people on the goldfields
I wus going to take my laws from
American laws. .

MgE. Bata: With regard to the system
of tenure,

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES : This
hon. member shows he knows nothing
about it, because 1 had no such idea.
Time after time I told the bon. member
through the Press that I had no such
intention.

Me. Scappan: You gquoted it in Cue
in support of your proposals.
quoted the Mexicao laws.

You -

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I .

quoted them?
Me. Scappaw: Yes.
Tee MINISTER FOR DMINES: I
told people what had

then wenf further and told them what
had happened in Queeasland and in Tas-
mania, and then I gave them an idea of
what T proposed to do here.

resulted from -
certain legislation in America; and I -

stand here hour after hour to stonewall
them and prevent their being made law.
Why, if I so desired, I could make those
alterations without consulting members
opposite.  According to the existing
Mining Act, this is a question of regula-
tions, which I can alter. All I should
need to do, if I wished, would be to get
the consent of my colleagues, ask the
Executive Council to put the alterations
nn record, and they would have the force
of law to-morrow. I refer to the labour
covenants.

Mgz. Barr: Yes; if vour alteratious
were in conformity with the Act.

Treg MINISTER FOR MINES: True;
and I could do that to-morrow, provided
my colleagues were agrerable. But the

! alterations which I propose will uffect an

tmportant change in the past order of
things; and I for one, in spite of all
party considerations, have no desire to
make any mistake in our mining legisia-
tion. Whatever happens, I wish the

- amendments we are bringing in to be in

Surely that

would be a fair thing to argue from. 1

did propose to take something fromn
America, and the hon. member knew
that; not to add to our mining laws, but
to add to our ¢riminal code. I desired to
have a clause inserted in our criminal
code by which we should be able to make
the work of the rogue a little more
dangerous than it has been in the past.

If we can do anything in that way, T

shall expect to get the support of the
hon. wmember opposite.  Instead of

declaiming against it be should say, -

“Here iz one good proposal the hon.
gentleman is bringing forward.”

Me. Bate: T do support you.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:

After finding the extract which gave -
the clause itself, he published a long -

paragraph in the newspapers declaiming
againgt my desire to bring American
legislation bere in conmection with
mining, and then gave this long extract
in connection with dishonest mining
operations, which of course bears out fully
the necessity for the legislation I desire
to bring in. Ae to mining legislation,
the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy)
made last night a rather foolish state-

the best interests of the country; and if
metnbers opposite can show that any
harmful results will accrue from what I
propose here, I shall be pleased to give
every considerstion to their arpu-
ments. These amendments should not
be made party questions: the sub.
juct 18 too big. It is the same
with the Mines Regulation Bill. Mem-
bers’ opposite, more especially the
member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Secaddan),
who, I think, is particalarly in earnest
regarding the Mines Regulation Act,
ought to be able to give the Government
great assistance in this matter. We are
hound to disagree regarding some things,
because those members will no doubt ask
too much; but 1 want help; I want
those two Bills to be, if posaible, good
Bills; and instead of captious criticism
and a mere desire to score, I hope I shall
get helpful eriticism, so that the measnres
may be successful. One thing I can tell
the Leuder of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
and the wmember for Mount Leonora
(Mr. Lynch) : T shall be able to bring in
a better Mines Regulation Bill than the
Labour Government brought in last year
—a Bill more in the interests of the
people generally, and of those who have
to work underground.
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Mer. Tavror: Workers?
consider the capitalists.

Teg MINISTER FOR MINES:
Workers? Was the hon. member ever a
worker ?

Mr. Tavvor: What do you think
yourself, from a casuval glance?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Well,
from what I have heard, I believe he has
speat his time in agitating.

Me, Tavror: That js untrue; but I
agitated you last night.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES:
Never for the good of anybody did he
work. If the hon. member can point
out, duriog all the time he bas been in
Parliament, one little thing he has done
for the peuple on the goldfields, one
single action while bhe was Colonial
Secrctary that was creditable to himself,
I will take back all I have said.

Mg. TavLor: Read my speech on the
Arbitration Bill.

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES:
Speeches, speeches! I have heard many
from the hon. member, We heard him
speak last night;' but when did he do
anything ? I remember one instance. A
man named Clarke dared to insult an
oflicer of the hon. member’s department;
and the hon. member, because Clarke
dared to asserb his rights, being only a
ticket-of-leave man, a poor wretch whom
nobody cared for -

Mg. Tavror: The man is ab liberty
now,

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: But
you did not set him at liberty—because
the man dared to summon the Comp-
troller of Prisons, the hon. member said,
“ Send him back to gaol”; and not only
that, but the hon. member told the Press
that the man was a bad lot.

Mz, TAYLOR (in explanation) : I have
already explained this matter to the
House, when I was a Minister of the
Crown. 1 bave no desire to drag this
man’s name before the country. I then
pointed out that an reporter had printed
matter which I had given him privately,
as he was about to write. I gave one
man the prison records of the person in

You will
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me for some of my utterances last night,
gay anything that will wound that man
whom I set at liberty twice while [ was

" in office.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member takes his gruel very badly.
He sent the man back to gaol, and teold
us all about the man's family, even about
his little child.

Mg. Tavnor: I have denied the
Minister's statement, and I desire him to
withdraw it.

M=z. SPEAKER: Tbe Minister must
withdraw. His statement is contra-
dicted by the member referred to.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
shall withdraw the statement I ecan
only say that I must have imagined that
I read those things in the newspapers,
and must conclude that the statements in
Hansard, including the explanations of
the hon. member, are absolutely untrue.
I must think that now, becanse the hon.
member says thev are untrue. The hon.
member takes his gruel very badly. We
heard him last night tell the House that
the Attorney General was a vice-president
of the Chamber of Mives. [Me. Tavron:
And T proved it.] I am used to this sort
of thing. T know that the hon. member,
as the representative of Mt. Margaret,
went, through my electorate and told the
people that Mr. Gregory was the vice-
president of the Chamber of Mines, I
was not; but that did not matter. I was
the honorary president, by virtue of my
position as Minister. And he siid:
“How can you expect Mr. Gregory to
attend to the requirements of the Cham-
ber of Mines and do his duty fo the
mingr and the prospector on these
fields 7" A similar thing occurred last
night. There was a grave insinuation
that on account of 4 certain purchase of a
swmelter, on account of certain things
baving been done——

Me. TAYLOR (in explanation): Last

- night the Attorney General denied certain

" statements which I made, and 1 with-

questivon, and he betrayed that confidence

und published it. I wmade that clear to
the House. I do not now wish to drag
in the“name of the person in question,
nor did I then. T hope that the Minister
will pot, for the sake of retaliating on

drew them., I wade a farther statement
that, in the record of the Monthly
Journal of the Chamber of Mines, Kal-
goorlie, his name appeared in two places;
1 one as vice-president of that chamber,

. and in another as representative of the

" Lake

View Consols mine, as I am

. reminded, until the 3lst May of this

. year.

And when I proved that to



296 Address-in-Reply :

the Attorney General, I established
that he had tried to contradict what
was absolutely true; and 1 have no
hesitation in saying that the Minister
knew it. I say that I proved he was
an officer, was vice-president, and was
also 4 representative of the chamber.

Mg. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not make aspeech. He lmows that
very well.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member, who is becoming a gouty
martyr for Labour

Mr. SPEAEKER: Let me give the
Minister a little advice. I think it would
be much better if he would set an examnple,
as & Minister of the Crown, by refraining
from personalities.

Taz MINISTER FOR MINES: I
bow to your decision, sir; but the treat-
ment I received last night for nearly two
hours was, I think, quite sufficient to
justify my utteranres. I prowise that I
will have nothing more to say regarding
the hon. member. Various statements
have been made here as to certain
expenditure in conpection with my
department. The leader of the Oppos:-
tion, the member for Mt Leonora, and
several other members opposite bave said
that the Mines Department has been
starved ; that the expenditure this year
has been less than in previous years.
That statement is incorrect.

Mg. Bara: Then your Statistical
Abstract is incorrect, and I have it bere,

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
expenditure of the Mines Department
from loan, for the year 1904-5, wus
£49,875; and for 11 months of the year
1905.6 it was £57,377. I am dealing
with the mining development votes.
From revenue the expenditure on the
development of mining was, for 1904-5
£166,239 ; and for the 11 months of this
year it was £148,169; though I wish to
draw the hon. member's attention to the
fact that in the latter period we were
spending very little on the smelter or on
the erection of batteries. Thus the
expenditure from revenue this year will
just about equal the revenue expenditure
of last year.

Mge. Bara: The expenditure to the
end of May is £24.000 less this yearthan
it was last year, according to your
Statistical Register.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tux MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member is of course including the
sure of £20,800 for the Cue-Day Dawn
water scheme, which sum was charged to
revenue and recouped at once from the
Savings Bank. Tt was not in any sense
expended from revenue.

Me. Bara: It was; and it showain
your accounta.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member must admit that this money
is not from loan, and is not charged
against the Crown, but against the Cue-
Day Dawn water board. If wetake that
money to-day from the Savings Bank,
and the money is recouped to the revenue,
he cunnot assume ihat it has becn ex-
pended from revenue.

Mgz. Bati: It was; because it had to
be found out of revenue.

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the hon. member caleulates on that basis
he can do a targe amount of private work,
spend the wmoney from revenue, get a
refund from some other vote, and then
make the eipenditure a charge to that
vote. ' ¢

Mr. BATH (in explanation): The
Minister is incorrect. This book is the
Monthly Statistical Abstract published
by the Government, und shows the ex-
penditure of the Mines Department till
the end of May, 1906, and for the
corresponding term in the previous year ;
and it shows, as I stated, that the
expenditure this year was £24,000 less
than for the corresponding term of last
year.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
was telling the hon. member the amount
spent in the development of mining;
that is, from all votes for battertes, the
smelter, and miring development gener-
ally. The fizures I have given him are
departmental figures. Surely the hon.
member does not think that the figures I
am reading to-night are taken out of my
own head.

Mg. BatH : Is this Statistical Abstract
incorrect ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the hon. member will show it to me, 1
shall be pleased to peruse it and answer

| -him. The hon. member is trying to take

, eredit for the sum of £20,800, which was

[

© certainly expended from revenue on one

day, but was horrowed from the Savings
Bank the next day. [Mr. Baru: No.]
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I say it wus borrowed from the Savings
Bank, and was made a charge against
the Cue-Day Dawn water scheme. Of
course the hon. member knows that.

Me. Bara: The hon, member knows
that if the monsy was voted, it was
expended.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member, when framing his Estimates,
put it both on the debit and on the credit
side of his ledger. Let him look up his
Estimates and see if such is not the case.
I do not wish to bandy words with the
hon. member.

Mgr. Bate: You ought to be accurais.

Teer MINISTER FOR MINES: I
only desire to point out that there was
greater expenditure in connection with
the developwment of mining thisg year than
last year. I can give the hon. member
the full figures, In connection with
water supply, what was done lust year?
The first item was in connection with
Menzies No. 2 Tank. Imputations have
been thrown out in connection with the
large sums of money ezpended, more
especially in my own electorate. TLet me
tell the member for Mount Margaret that
this work was authorised by the Govern-
ment of which he was a member. The
anthority for £23,000 spent in this con-
struction was given by Mr. Hastie,

Mz. HoLyman: A good work, is it not P

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes;
bat the imputation was thrown out that
I was getting u large amount of work
" done in my electorate. [Mz. Tavior:
I said nothing about dams.] I know
the hon. member spoke of batteries. We
will deal with them directly. This par-
ticular work was authorised by M.
Hastie on the 24th February, 1905. At
Higgingville we spent £3,200 on water
supply, and the results ure going to be
particularly good in connection with that
district. At Nannine we spent about
£1,900 and got a good supply of water.
We have constructed a large dam at
Norseman, and we also spent a lot of
money last year, owing to the water
famine there, on a condenser. At Black
Range we spent £1,900 in connection
with a water sapply, and we also spent
money .on water supplies at Lennon-
ville and wany other places. I think
there is no better asset we can have
them s good water supply, and no
better way in which to assist mining
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people in the back country. The water
supply works in bund are: Leonora,
Mertondale, Meekatharra, Carbine, and
Ravensthorpe. The first has not yet been
authorised, but all the others have been
authorised. I would like to mention
that the Davyhuvst schemne has been a
wonderful success. We bave been able
to keep from 40 to 50 head of stamps
going and 1,000 people on one well. We
have spent £2,500 to give a supply to
Bulong from the Goldfields Water
Scheme. At Mount Monger, for the
purpose of opening up that district, we
have provided on time payment nine miles
of rails. There are speciul conditions in
connection with that work, because they
have to carry ore for people into Kal-
goorlie at a rate which is approved in the
agreement with the Minister for Mines;
and T am very hopeful that we will be
able to do a great deal by this work for
the opening up of that district. In order
to at once quieten any qualms that may
exist in connection with this work—for
some people may think that by allowing
the tramway to be constructed it may
interfere with the comstruction of the
Norseman Railway—I may point out
that it is in av entirely different direction
and that in no sense can it bhe held to
iuterfere in the slightest degree with any
inteotion the Government may have in
connection with the Norseman Railway.
[Me. Hupson: Will the Minister pro-
duce a wap in connection with that
scheme?] I will be bappy to show the
hon. member the plans at my office. In
Kalgoorlie we are offering £2,000 for
deep sinking at the north end, and we
also offer special inducements to provide
for boring at the south end. Some
members say I have not done anything
to assist local companies. T do not think
any member hus done more than I have
to promote local companies. T spent a
large sum of money in trying to
encourage the formation of local com-
panies. At Mount Malcolm, a poor
eommunity, we have induced people to
subseribe £700, the Governwent advan-
cing £1,050 at the rate of 30s. to the
pound, to reopen the North Star mine,
which years ago crushed thousands of
tons of stone for several ounces to the
ton ; and the chances are particularly good
that the efforts of the local people will
result in success. ‘The conditions are, that
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any work put in hand must be approved by
the officers of the department before any
assistance i given. They started a
company at Menzies and I told them I
would help the sawe. It ia the same at
Greenbushes, and in fact at every district
I have visited. The member for Murchi-
son will bear me out that T did all.in'my
power to encourage people in ibe back
country in this direction. The money is
to be repaid to the Crown before these
companies distribute any profits. By
these means I have done a good deal to
try to induce people to start local com-
panies in this State. Local cownpanies
have done so much in Bendigo and
Ballarat that surely we should be able to
do something in that direction. I am
getting rather tired of assisting pro-
gpectors for the purpose of deep sinking
unless there is sowe special object to be
attained. I do not think it is in the
best interests to assist prospectors in the
ordinary develepment work; but I do
think it is in the best interests of the
State that prospectors shonld be assisted
in the purchase of machinery.

M=. Barr: You are speaking of assist-
ance under the Mines Duvelopment Vote.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Me. Bara: Very little of that seems
to come back. It all seems to be given
away.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Per-
haps we have not been too lucky in the
past; but we have a better chance of
getting it back by assisting in the
purchase . of machinery.  Everything
depends on being able te work a mine
cheaply and on getting the stone out ab
the lowest cost. If we provide machinery
such as & winding engiue, or a pumping
epgine, or even a bLattery, we may be
helping the prospector a great deal more
than by giving assistunce for develop-
ment work.

Me. Hupsox: How long have they to
wait until the inspector reports to you? |

Tue MINISTER FORMINES : Some-
times it takes rather long.

Me. Hupaox : I know a case where it
took twelve months.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Per- |
haps it was refused eleven months ago, |
and the hon. member did not hear of it. |

Mr. Hupson: I heard yesterday. i
. Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Then

the hon. member haa not told me of it.
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Mz. Hupso~N: Yes, I did.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: We
had a trial made at Coolgardie of a unit
stamp mill. I thought it would be a
success and that we could do a lot by
gending out unit stamp mills with oil
engines to the back country. This mill
treated 13 tous of soft earth one day and
nine tons auother, but it was not put
together too well, and T cannot get a
favourable report from my officers yet.
We are waking farther investigations,
and I am quite satisfied that if we havea
swall mill and an oil engine—we must
insist on good wmaterial and we are not
going to throw them about indiscrimin-
ately—wbich we could send out to the
back country where there is great trouble
in getting stone to the ordinary mills, we
might help the prospectors.

Mr. Tavror: What isthe price of that
mill ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon, member can ask the question in the
ordinary course. I wish to ignore him
just now. I have been taken to task in
connection with the battery system. I
respect the complaints made by the
member for Mutcbison to-night, but the
hon. member knows that I have not been
satisfied with the way the department
has been administered. If I were satis-
fied, would hon. members think that I
would expend £800, which will be the
cost to the State, on a Battery Com-
misgion ¥ I was going to appoint it
before I left office. [Me. Tavror: To
inquire into your own administration for
three years?] Even if it did, I am
quite satisfied to give the report to mem-
bers as soon as it 18 in my hands. IfT
have made blunders, the sdoner they are
remedied the better. It is not a matter
of the department; it is a matter of
giving to the people in the back country
that which Parliament has desired to
give them. We have spent large sums
of woney, which Parliament has always
freely given, and we want to give to the
prospector the most we can get for the
I have appointed the
board, and I hope that the vesult will be
such that it will bring about a big
improvement, The member for Murchi-
son complained of the nmumber of old
rattle-trap batieries and of my having
bought a number of second-hand batteries.
1 think the hon. member will now with.-
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draw his remark, because, although I ° on the back of the telegram :-— 1 decline

speak from memory, I can assure the
lon. member that what I say is correct.
The Norseman battery was second-hand,
and was purchased when Sir Edward
Wittenoom was Minister. The Darldt
battery, alsp second-hand, was purchased
when Mr. Lefroy was Minister. The
Burtville battery was second-hand and
was purchased when I wus Minister;
but the Randalls, Pig Well, Yerilla,
Twenty-Mile, Sandy, and Yarri batteries,
all second-hand, were purchased by the
Labour (tovernment. Also there was
the Bulong battery purchased when either
Mr. Lefroy or Sir Edward Wittenoom
was Minister. These are the whole of
the second-band batteries se far as my
knowledge goes. The Bulong battery
was dismantled, and half went to Yerilla
and balf to Widgemooltha. Only one
of the second-hand batteries wus pur-
chased Ly me, and five were purchased
by the TLabour Government. [Mgz,
TavrLor: We will have the files.] My
one great desire is to try to give facilities
for men trying to do something for thew-
selves, for the prospector who is game
to go out and develop country, wanting
to be something more than a wages man,
Statements have been made in this House
in connection with the number of batteries
in my own electorate, but nearly 30 per
cent. of the mines revenue comes from my
district. How wmany batteries were
authorised by me, although I was thres
years in office? The Menzies battery is
the only battery I anthorised and evected
in my district. The Mulline, Mullarrie,
Mount Ida, and Niagara batteries were
all vrected previous to my going inte
office. The Yerilla, in fact ail these
others were approved aod erected by the
Administration following my term of
office. I am thankful; they were par-
. ticularly kind. An hon. member talks of
different works being promised just prior
to an election, but he should tell of some
public work approved by me with a view
to buying my election. In connection
with the battery charges, the member for
Mounil Leonora said that there was no
increase in the battery charges by the
Labour Administration, Not only was
there an increase, but when the Lease-
holders and Prospectors’ Association wired

to reconsider my decision.”

Mr. Scappan: You are not game to
put those files on the table of the House.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will do 8o, if the member will ask for
them to be made public.

Mr. Scappaw: Not balf the file, but
the whole of it.

Toe MINISTER FQOE MINES: I
do not think the hon. member has a
right to make an insinuation of that
kind.

Mz. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must koow that the remark is not a
proper one.

Me. SCADDAN: I would like to point
out, in explanation, that when I said not
half the file, I meant the whaole of the files
in connection with this matier, for there
is more than one file concerned, and if
the files are to be laid on the table 1 ask
the Minister to lay the whole of them on
the table, not half.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member has perhaps more intimate
knowledge of wmy department than I have
myself. I will go farther in that watter
if the member likes, and it is just as well
to let the House know how truthful these
members were when in my electorate. It
is placed on record that there was to be
an increased charge for croshing high-
grade stone, from 17s, 6d. to £1 per ton.
As soon as this was made public, the
Leaseholders’ Association wired to the
Minister, who declined to reconsider his
decigion. When 1 got into the depart-
ment I refused to allow these inereased
charges to coms into operation. On the
public platform Mr. Johnson told the
people that it was a departmentul mistake,
and if he had known it he would have
altered it as soon as it had been brought
under his notice. I published his state-
went on the back of the telegram, and
then he told the public that he never
intended it to apply to the Eastern Gold-
fields ; only to Nullagine.

M. Scappan: Let ushave the papers,
and we will see for ourselves.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member does not want the files now.
Why should the people at Nullagine be
compelled to pay an extra charge? I
wondered why that was sn; and I asked

to Mr. Johnson and asked him to recon- ' for the charges at Nullagine and found
sider his decision, that gentleman wrote , they were considerably more than the
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increaged charges proposed.  There wus
no sliding acule there at all, and it was
absolutely wpossible for the increased
charges to apply to the Nullagine people.
There was an effort made by the late
Adwministration to iocrease the charges,
and I think that will not be forgotten by
the people on the goldfields. I should
like to state, in counection with the
battery system, that it is estimated this
year we shall have a profit of £4,412 in
connection with their working.

Mr. Horman: What about the
cyanide plant ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
cannot give the member ful! returns. A
lot has been said about the sale of the
smelter, and I thought when the matter
was made public there would be a lot
of adverse oriticism. Obne can quite
understand that when the State embarks
on a work of this sort and then with-
draws from it, the action is bound to be
criticised very severely. It was agreed
in the House in September, 1802, that
the Government should be empowered to
erect a smelter.  They were not author-
ised to do so, because I pointed out to
the House that the work of smelting was
extremely dangerous from a financial
point of view. I bad no knowledge of it,
and the departmeutal officers had never
been connected with it. There might
have been grave results. Therefore the
House agreed to this action, and by a
motion moved by Mr. Thomas, which
was opposed by Mr. Johnson, it was
decided that the Government should, if
they thought fit on the reports of their
officers, erect a smelter. We had a good
deal of expert advice, and after nearly
two years we started the smeller. Know-
ing there would be extreme delays, we
framed regulations and made advances
to prospectors to purchase their ore sub-
ject to certain conditions. Up to the
time of the failure f the old smelter we
treated 7,696 tons of ore, of the approxi-
mate value of £42000; that is the
amount we distributed amongst the
prospectors of that field. During the
early period of 1904 it became apparent
that the smelter was umnfitted for the
work it had to do. The cost of working
the smelter averaged £3 12s. 6d. per ton,
and we were only getiting £3 a ton for
the emelting. In June of last year
a new manager (Mr. Dunstan) was
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apgointed by the late Government,
and it was a particularly happy appoint-
ment. I want to give credit where it is
due. The new manager said at once that
the new plant was unfitted for the work,
but that he would make an effort to get
through the quantity of ore there. He
had extreme difficolty in getling the
stone through. In October he had to
close down, but was able to turn out and
send away as copper matte a small pro-
portion of copper from the stone treated.
It was impossible to carry out the work
by the old smelter. On the recommenda-
tion of the manager, the Government
approved of the erection of an entirely new
plant, the approximate cost of which was
to be £5,400. The work was put in hand,
but the manager was told that he must
continue the old system of buying copper
ore altbough he was not able to smelt
it. Provision was made on the Estimutes,
and moopey was allowed to the manager to
buy ore. He did so, but up to the present
time from Octlober last he has received at
the smelter only 1,000 tons of ore, and
nearly every ton of it is oxidised. There
are no sulphides, and without we have
sulphides the manager says he cannot
smelt the oxidised ore.

Mz. Huoson: Where did you get it
before ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES : From
the mines bought by the copper company.

Mz. Hupson: Nonsense! There is
just the same proportion of sulphide ore
amongst that 1,000 tons as before.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: If
there was one vestige of truth in the
statement, why then, when we are con-
tinuing the system of making advances
to prospectors, are we not receiving as
much ore as we did previously? The
small tonnage is due to the fact that the
copper company bave purchased nearly
all the producing mines, and have options
over nearly all the others.

Mge. Hupsox: T did not say the com-
pany had taken all the mines. What I
wighed to convey was that in the 1,000
tons of ore now in the hands of the Gov-
ernment at the smelter there is the same
proportion of sulphide ore as in the stone
delivered before the demolition of the old
smelter.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
say the manager bas assured me that the
1,000 tons he has at the smelter is oxi-
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dised ore. Will the member tell the
House the eapacity of the new plant?
He has been down there, and knows
something about it.

M=. Hupson: The new plant was not
completed when I was there.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES:
The new plant is supposed to treat 60
tons a day, 1,500 to 1,800 tons a month,
and in eight wmonths we have received
1000, tons of ore. I say the principal
producing mines have been secured by
the Phillips River Copper Company;
therefore, I do not know why I should be
contradicted. .

Mze. Hupson: You have not been
contradicted.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: In
cight months only 1,000 tons of stone
have been received. All the producing
mines have been takeuw from us, and the
manager of the company said, " We are
prepared, if you like, to buy your emelter.”
The old smelter was gone; it had cost
about £8,000. We lost a good deal of

money inconnection with the old smelter, .

about £2,000. I do not want members
to think that we should have made the
same lose if we had bad the stone at’ the
smelter. We might not only have made
a profit, but have been able to reduce the
charges. Without, the stone Leing avail-
able, it is impossible for us fo carry on.
T want members not to forget that we
were buyers of ore, and from October
last year to the present time we have only
recetved 1,000 tons of stone, and the
mgnager must have sulphide stone to
enable him to treat the ore. Al the
sulphide producing mines are in the
bands of the company.
Mz. Hopson : Did you say “all?”

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The,

bon. member knows there are dozens of
little mines from which you might get a
. ton to-day and a few tons te-morrow;
but when we can only get 1,000 tons
from the mines in eight months, then I
say the principal producing wmines have
gone from us. If we carried on, the
company might say, “We do not want
your smelter ; we will not pay your price.”
The company wanted sowme other conces-
sions. They wanted to build a railway,
and T told them that if o railway was to
be built the Government should baild it.
If the member for Mt. Margaret had
desired, he could bave read my report
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which appeared in the newspapers. I
dealt with the watter, and the member
could have found vut that I refused to
give the slightest consideration to the
idea of this railway being constructed by
private enterprise. I consider it a work
that should be curried out by the Gov-
ernment. T 1old the Press that months
ago. The company also wanted the
right to construct tramways to bring ore
tou central depdt. With the ides of
aseisting the indusiry, I told them there
would be no objection to that; but when
it came to the question of the smelter,
they said it would not suit them to smelt
ore ut the Government smelter. They
are “appointing their own wmanager; I
think they are giving him £3,000 a year.
They made an offer of £4,000 for the
Government plant. I said “no;” but
that if they would make an offer for the
plant at five per cent. below the cost—
the expenses have been a little more of
late—I would be prepared to sell the
smelter at 5 per cent. less than it cost.
This they refused. I think Mr. Kaufman
left on the Monday, and on the previous
Saturday his partoer came to the Mines
Department, and I bad with me the
manager looking after the interests of
the Government. At last he came to an
offer of £5,000. 1 agreed to submit his
offer to the Government, and said, “If
you will not give me more, I will recom-
mend that it be accepted.”” T found
myself in this position, that if we were
left with that smelter we certainly would
be left with a “ white elephant,” at least
Cun the hon. member show
me one good producing mine there at the
present time which these people have not
taken ? Itisall very well for the member
for Mount Margaret to say the money
has been spent and that these people
have gone there to reap the benefit.
Have we anything to do with the pur-
chase of these leases ¥ Could we say to
any man who hod developed his property,
“You shall not sell your lease to that
company”? On the other hand, is it
not a good thing to know that those
people are coming there prepared, I
believe, to spend £200,000 in the develop-
ment of that property? TUp to the
preseni time they have spent £50,000,
Even if we had lost £20,000, the smelter
has done its work, for it has shown to
the outside world that this areu is worth
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attention. The selling of the smelter is
justified by this fact, that the pro.
ducing mines are gone to the company
holding them. TFor eight months we
received ouly a thousand tons of stone,
and the smelter could treat 1,500 to 1,800
tons a month. What does it mean?
We had our manager there, and what
was to follow to keep an expensive stuff
on the work and utilise all that plant?
I put this condition in, that the company
were to provide for the leascholders of
that district for a perivd of two years.
The reason I stipulated two years was
that I thought within two years we
would have a railway to the coast.

Mz, Hupsoxn: What 18 the good of
that ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
knew the hon. member was too stupid to
undersiand the difference. The cost of
cartage being 87s. a ton, the leaseholders
would not, without a railway, have
facilities to send their stuff to Adelaide,
Sydney, or other places, if the company
did not treat with them. The whole
position was chunged. TFor the two
years the company have to carry out the
regulations in force at the present day.
We handed over to the company the
quarry which we possessed. There is only
one guarry there of ironstone, and we are
prepared to transfer that quarry to the
company and also to lease them the
ground it is on. The lease of that quarry
1s only for a period of two years. Tf the
company do not comply with the agree-
ment, we can take from them the flux that
iz necessary for the smelting of the ore. -

Mg. Hupson: Do you mean tosay that
is the only place where flux can be ob-
tained P

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
can go farther ¥

M=z. Hupsow : Was the smelter erected
before or after Kaufman bought the
mines ‘there P

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will give the hon. member the dates when
we started operations. The work was
started in October, 1904.

Mz. Hupsow : On the new smelter?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: On
the new smelter.

Me. Hupgon: I am bound by parlia-
mentary privilege and practice to accept
your word, so I accept it.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Me. Tavioe: We only passed the
money last session, £7,000.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: We
do not always wait till the House passes
money. The House knows that very well.
If the Governwment were desirous of carry-
ing out a work they did so, feeling satis-
fied that the House would pass the
Estimates.

M=z. Hupson : Will the Minister tell
us how uch was spént on it in October
lagt year, when the Mt. Cattlin mine was
sold P

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the member has information, surely he
will tell the House. I have information
as to when we started and the time of
approval. I say we have an agreement
with the company that for a period of
two years they shall carry out the exist-
ing regulations, that is the regulations
that are in force to-day will have full
force for two years. I think, therefore,
we are protected. I want to let members
know the liability we were tuking. These
figures are approximate. The loss on
the old smelter and upon smelting opera-
tions amounted to £9,000. The ioss in
regard to depreciation in stores is prin-
cipally in connection with coke, which
got badly damaged by sea water, and an
amount has to be taken off the valuation.
There will be a loss of about £1,000 in
stores. The loss on the new smelter is
about £1,000, actually about £960. The
expenditure in connection with this place
up to the present has been £90,000, the
receipts amount to £63,000 odd, and we
expect to receive something like £16,500
in connection with the advances we have
made on ore and on the various matiers
which should be taken over by the com-
pany at & valuation. I think these
Hgures show the evident danger that
would have resulted if we had been trying
to carry on this work. I felt that with-
out stone produced for us it would be
gimply a white elepbant. I laid the
matter very carefully before the Govern-
ment. I stated what we were losing in
connection with this work, and the danger
of heavy losses in the near future. Of
course I cannot say much in regard tv
the railway at the present moment, but
so far at T can judge the leaseholders will
be amply protected by a railway before
those two years have elapsed. Rome
statements were made in the House in
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connection with the railway. Members '
wanted to know whether that railway
was going to Hopetoun or Starvation
Boat Harbour. We do not know. In.
vestigations are being made, but the very |
moment I thought there was a reasonable |
probability of that railway being built to |
Starvation Bay I, for the protection of
the State, asked my colleague, the then
Minister for Lands, to reserve all the
foreshore, so that no persen would be
able to come in and buy land, and so as
to give the State the imerement which
would belong to it. For that I have been
condemmned by members opposite.

Me. Hupson : 1 did not condemn you.
I suggested that it should be done.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
would like to mention another matter.
‘We have heard a great deal of self-
glorification in connection with the rental
for gold-mining leases, In the mining
leases the rent is supposed to be 5s. for
the first year, and under the regulations
which were framed by the Government
which was to do so much for the protec-
tion of the prospector, the provision was
made to apply to the calendar year aund
not to the period of 12 months. 8o we
had this extraordinary spectacle, that
men whose leases were approved in Octo-
ber, November, and in December re-
ceived in Janvary an intimation from the
Mines Department that they owed one
pound per acre as rent for the ensuing
year. Hereis a copy of a letter that I
have received, and I have received hun-
dreds of them :—

We, the registered holders of Lease 65€ G,
The Treasure, beg to bring under your notice
the action taken by the Mines Department »e
the above lease. We applied for this lease on
September, 1905, under the regulation then in
force, which stated in Regulation 82 that the
rent for gold-mining leases for the first year of
the tenancy was 58, per acre per annum. We
paid the first year's ront and survey fees, and -
naturally assumed that the ground was ours |
for one year from that date. The Mines De- )
partment now demand rent at the rate of £1 ‘

i
1
I
I

per acre from January 1st, 1906, together with
fines for non-payment, in default the lease to
be forfeited. We consider this action on
behalf of the Mines Department unjust and
unfair, as we have paid one year's rent, and
wa are entitled to one year's tenancy according
to the regulations in force at the time of our |
application for the ground. We wounld ask

you, as Minister, to take this matter into con-

sideration. We originally took this ground

up as a prospecting area, and have been con- |
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tinually working since Februsry, 1905. We
have done a lot of development work, all of
which is under water level. The crushinga
we have had huve not, up to the present, pard
working expenses. If the department enforces
its claim, we will have to vacate the ground
and lose all the development that we bave
done on the claim. 'We are uoable to pay the
rent demanded at present, and although we
ara willing to go on working in the hope of
finding something payable uutil the end of
otir year’s tenancy, we are not willing and not
financial enough to pay over again for what
we are justly entitled to, viz. one year's
tenancy from September, 1905. Trusting that
you will give this matter your careful con-
sideration, we have, ete, DogaLp KENNEDY,
GEORGE RoUTLEY, James WALEER.

As soon as I found out the effect of this
regulation I amended it, and I am giving
to these people what the Legislature in-
tended when it passed that Aect, namely
that they should get a tenancy for 12
months without farther payment at 3Js.
per acre. That is the difference between
the wuy the department is being adminis-
tered to-day and the way it wuas
administered by the former occupants of
the Treasury benches. Then in counec-
tion with the prospecting areas-—perhaps
to some of those opposite it is an old
story—I- want again o point out to
nmewmbers the difference between the way
in which the miners of the fields were
treated by the Government that consisted
of members now sitting opposite, and the
way they have been treated by myself as
Minister. I instituted the practice of
enabling any prospecting miner, simply
on payment of the registration fee, to take
up 18 acres. I thought that instead of
the money being paid to the Crown in
rent and survey fees it was far better
for it to be put into the ground by means
of the prospector. I know of a good
many instances in the old days where
prospectors had to go to others who were
better placed financially and let them have
I instituted
the principle to which I have referred.
At the prospectors’ conference held last
year a resolution was passed that this
period of siz months was too short, and
that it should be extended to 12 mooths.
Whut wag I told by hon. members
opposite? That by my action something

' like £7,000 bad been lost to the State and

that I had gone too far. I extended the
period to 12 months, I want to give to
men prepared to deal with the ground the
greatest help possible.
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M=e. Hupson: Do you claim that you

originated the idea with regard to pro-.

specting areas ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: One
could take nothing beyond a few paltry
feet. If the hon. member will look at the
regulations he will find that such is the
case. It is now provided that a wan can
take up 18 acres of land. Eight months’
work in the year will enable him to go to
the warden's office, make a declaration,
and not ask but demand that the
ground shall be exempted; an oppor-
tunity thus being given him, if he so
desires, to ewrn money sufficient to enable
him to still farther develop his area.
I think that is a proposal which should
be generally approved by members oppo-
gite. 1 wish also to refer to Greenbushes.
Some little time ago I drew attention to
an action of the late Government, who
did not wish to see a permanent but a
shifting population in the State. They
want a shifting population, because with
such people they find favour. In Green-
bushes we had a very permanent class of
workmen—wminers with quartz or mineral
claims 100 yards by 100 yards in area.
The late Labour Administration altered
that area to 25 yards by 25, no notice of
the alteration being given. Thus every
piece of ground held required 16 men
where formerly one man could have com-
plied with the covenants ; and every area
held by the original workers was forfeit-
able. In deference to representations
madé, the Guvernment altered the area
to 70 yards by 70. When I again took
office, I promptly reverted to the original
regulation; and now we have at (Ireen-
bushes a permanent and contented popu-
lation. The working miner there knows
that when he takes up a piece of ground
with his miner’s right, he can work there
for a few mounths or perhaps for a year,
according to the value of his property,
instead of for only a mouth or two, as he
could under the regulation of members
opposite. I do not think I need say
much more about the stock route than
that we have sent out one of the finest
and best-equipped parties that ever went
into the interior of this State. from
the expedition I expect very good results.
We hope to open up a route which
will enable the people of the Kimber-
leys to send their cattle overland, and
to supply the goldfields not only with
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meat but with store cattle, for the
purpose of stocking the large gold-
fields pastoral areas. I should like,
before concluding, to refer to one matter
frequently speken of in this debate —to the
action of my colleagues the Premier (Hon.
N. J. Moore) and the Treasurer (Hon.
F. Wilson) on my retorn from Nannine.
I should like to take the House thus far
into my confidence, und to say that T
received a telegram from Mr, Wilsou ask-
ing we to meet him, and wired in reply
that I would meet him on the following
morning. I wired to the present Premier,
and asked him to meet me that evening.
We had a conversation, and then, finding
that the Treasurer had been waiting for
me, we immediately proceeded to his
House. It is very well to talk about
intripuing. As between the Premier,
the Treasurer and me, there was npo
intriguing. To my mind the question
was simply which of those members
would command the greatest confidence
from the members of our party. We
wanted—at least I did—to have somebody
who wonld be able to blend the very
composite party on the Government
benches—a. party as composite as that on
the other side. We have extremists and
conservatives on this side, and there are
extremists and conservalives on the other,
It is all very well for members opposite
to try to prove that there is some
semblance of a caucus in meetings of
Government supporters. There is not
any. Every member here iz absolutely
free to go to the other side if he chooses.

Mz. Bovron: And here also.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: No;
but I do not wish to discuss the question
on party lines. I and wy friends are
here simply because the majority of the
members on this side have agreed that we
shall be the leaders of our party. That
wag all we Mimisters wished to know.
There was not the slightest friction, not
one unkind word from any of the three
connected with the formation of this
Ministry. We only wished to be able to
give expression to the desires of the party,
and if tbe party did not want me to-
maorrow, I think they would promptly let
me know; and 1 presume I should then
have the good grace to retire quickly.
All we desired was to get as leader some-
body able to bring the party together,
and get it to work with cohesion. Since
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I have been connected with the Treasurer,
I can have nothing but good to say of
him. He bas done his work well and
honestly, and I am sure to the satisfaction
of the Premier and every other member
of this purtv. The hints from the other
side to the effect that the Treasurer is to
be thrown out are of course unworthy of
notice. However, they cut not me, but
the Treasurer; and I wish to impress on
members on both sides of the House that
there is the utmost harmony amongst the
members of the present Cabinet. RHe-
garding my trip to Nannine, at the time
of the election of a member opposite, the
member for Mi. Margaret (Mr, Taylor)
used expressions last night which I think,
sir, with all respect, warranted me in
making use of almost any expression
to-night ; because he accused me of hav-
ing made, in defamation of the churacter
of my friends, statements which were
absolutely incorrect in every detail. The
hon. member, when he returned, took to
himself all the glory of that victory. He
spoke in the most 1nsulting terms of the
hon. member who now sits opposite to
me. During all these years—and this
occurred some five or six years ago—the
hon. wember has never brought these
supposed facts before this Houge; but
last night be came forward with the
wicked and vindictive statement which be
said I had made in conmnection with my
friends of to.day. I do not wish to say
any more of that; but I think that is
my excuse and my justification—although
T regret it very much—for the interjection
1 made last night and for the language I
used here to-night. As to the railways, I
think it wiser to defer a full explanation
until we are dealing with the Estimates.
At the present time the railways are in a
" fairly good position. The statewents
made as to the reduction of wages, so far
a8 the Qovernment are concerned, are
quite ineorreet. As to the matter of the
casual hands, I can assure members that
was a departmental blunder ; and I think
the delay in putting it right was due more
to the Commissioner’s loyalty fo his own
officers than to any desire to ran couniler
to the wishes of the Government. If we
pay a fettler 8s, a day, a casual hand is
also surely worth 8s. ‘These are being
“paid at that rate to-day; and moreover,
we have not made any reduction at all of
the wages affected by the recent arbitra-
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tion award, other than this. I wish to
impress ou the House that the Govern.
ment were not responsible for that cita-
tion, It originated with Mr. Casson,
acting on behalf of the employees, and
was responded te by the Commissioner,
Mr. George, when I was Minister., I
had no knowledge of it; for I was then
on the goldfields contesting my election. -

Mr. Horaw: It did me geod.

Tue MINISTER: Yes. Your party
took that list of wages all through my
district, and said: “ Here are the wages
that Gregory is about to give the railway
men. If he will reduce the railwuy men’s
wages, he will reduce yours also when he
gets a chance.” The arhitration award
went against the workmen; but the
Cabinet unanimously sent an instruction
to the Commissioner of Railways that no
advantage was to be taken of thataward.

Me. Bovurox: ‘Lhat ivstruction has
not. becr carried out.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: If
we had chosen, we could huve saved
£14,000 a year in respect of the fettlers,
ouly by giving effect to that award. We
decided not to do so. We said to the
Commissioner; “ All new men appointed
you can put on at the minimum rate, and
then, as you think fit, bring them up to
the standard or existing rate” Some
members say that is wrong ; but suppose
we put on a few new men, how long will
one man work at 7s, a day when he knows
the man beside him is receiving 8s. 7 If
the new comer is & good man, he will be
kept there; if be is bad he will be put
off und another engaged. We want vo
wasters in the Railway Department. And
we wish, a8 I have done ever since taking
office, to keep as far as we can from any
illegitimate influence, either from this
side of the House or from that, in con-
nection with the appointment of a single
man in the Railway Department,

Mz. Horwmaw: Was there any prior
to your period ?

Tap MINISTER: I wish only to say
what I have done. The member for
Yilgaru (Mr. Horan), for instance, thinks
that we should bave Ministerial control
instead of control by a Commissioner;
but even if we have three Commissioners,
I think it wiser, in respect of the work-
mep, to keep away as far as possible
from all political influences. I have
done so. The present Government, any-
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how, have had no desire to alter the
wages of the men. We want them
to get a fair wuage. Now and then,
however, little mistakes occur. For in-
stance, at Fremantle certain instructions
were sent out, and the stationmaster fixed
his own roster, providing that the men
had to work on Sundays, and were to be
allowed to work only 64 hours each day.

Mr. SBeoappan: he was not the only
stationmaster who did that.

Tur MINISTER : That was the only
instance brought under my notice; and
when the Commissioner knew of it, the
fault was rectified. The member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) pointed that out
last night. I ask members opposite not
tothink, when they makepublic statements
snd then find that the statementsare not
boroe out by facts, that we are making the
statements for the sake of winning public
support. We desire to see our state-
ments given effect to; and if our pro-
mises are not being carried out, let
us know, so that we may either refuse to
take notice of the complaint—and then
members will know how to treat us when
they meet us here —or may inqguire into
it and have it remedied. If they will do
that, they may be able to help us con-
siderably in carrying ount the reforms
desired. The raillways are not at the
present time in a bad pesition. The per-
centage of surplus to our loan capital
was in 1903, 4-71 ; in 1903-4, 5-33; and
in 1904-5, 5:19—that is, 519 per cent.
over working expenses.

Mgz, Horan: Your working expenses
are continually increasing.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES:
They bave been considerably reduced.
The working expenses of the Rail-
way Department are considerably less
this year than they were last year.
I fancy that I am rather wearying the
House to-night, and as the figures that I
have are rather dry I do not propose
to-night to deal with them to any great
extent. [Me. Horax : You do not under-
stand them.] T would only like to point
out that the profit to the State, after
paying working expenses and interest on
loan and revenne capital for lust year was
£100,957; and we also pay interest on
work provided for on our Estimates.

Me. Horman: Can you tell us how
much less was spent in wages last
year ?

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
am speaking about inlevest.

Mp. Horman: Yes; but you are
talking of profit over and above working
expenses.

Trz MINISTER FOR MINES: I
can oply tell the hon. member that the
amount paid in wages last vear was suwne-
thing like £35,000 less than in the pre-
vious year.

M=z. Houmaw: Can you tell me the
amount less paid for material, and for
sleepers ¥

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is a considerable difference —

Mr. HonmMan: Will it nearly amount
to the profit of £100,0007?

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: I
think T will give these figures to the
Press. That will be about the best way—
to get them published. [M=z, Horaxn:
To get out of an entanglement.] Not in
the least; but I feel somewhat exhausted,
and I donot think I shall deal with thesa
railway matters except to assure the
country thatat the present time the posi.
tion of our railways is as good as it has
ever been at any time. Some remarks
were made in connection with Collie coal.
I think it would be best to reserve any
remarks on that subject until the motion,
notice of which bas been given by the
member for Collie, is being discussed in
the House, when we will be able to give
the fullest attention to the action of the
Government in connection with that
matter. I do not think there are any
other matters to which I need dmw
attention. I should huve liked to have
dealt to some farther extent with certain
insinnations which were made last night;
but, as requested by you, sir, I refrain
from doing so. So far as the policy
of this Government is concerned, our
great desire is to try to do all we possibly
can to promote the development of the
country, independent of any class. We
do not want it to be understood for a
single moment that even for a mners’
union or a chamber of mines, or for
employee or employer, we are going to
try to give any advantages. We want on
the one hand to induce investors to eome
here, because we recogpise the necessity
for capital in order to develop our re-
sources and provide employment for our
people; and while not giving them any
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great advaniage, we want them to feel
quite satisfied that they will receive
honest and fair treatment from us. So
far as the workmen are concerned, they
will be able to judge from the legislation
brought forward by us whether we, on our
part, are prepared to give them the same,
or even better, consideration than thaose
sitting opposite.

On motion by Mz. Scappan, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-50 o'clock,
until the next Tuwesday.

Legislatibe Assembly,
Tuesday, 10th July, 1906.
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Tre SPEAKER (Hon. T. F. Quinlan)
took the Chair at 4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION—COPPER SMELTER
PURCHASE.
Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: Were the negotiativns between
the Government and Mr. Chas. Kaufman

for the purchase of the Government |

smelter at Ravensthorpe opened verbally
or in writing ?

Tare MINISTER FOR MINES
replied : Verbally.

QUESTION—COPPER LEASES,
MR. GRANT'S,

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: When were the negotiations
opened between Mr. Grant and Mr. Chas.
Kaufman for the purchase of Grant's
copper leases at Ravensthorpe ?
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Tre MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: The hon. gentleman has asked for
information as to some transaction
between two private individuals. There
is nothing in the records of the Mines
Department to enable me to reply toa
question of that sort ; but I am trying to
obtain the information which is asked
for, and as scon as I get it I will give it
to the House.

Me. TAYLOR: I asked the question
because the Minister interjected, when I
was speaking, that the leases were sold
before the smelter; so 1 thought he
knew.

QUESTION—GOLD BUYERS' LICENSES.

Mze. TAYLOR asked the Minhister for
Mines: How many gold buyers' licenses
have been issued in Perth since the
passage of that Act, and to whom ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: Presuming the hon. wmember
means “The Mining Aet, 1904,” which
came into operation on the lst March,
1904, the following licenses have been
granted :—1904, fifteen, one being tem-
porary. 1905, sixteen, one of which was
cancelled a few months after, issue. 1900,
sixteen. During the early pa.rt of 1904,
prior to the coming into operation of the
Act, seven other licenses were granted
under the provisions of ¢ The Goldfields
Act, 1895, and umendments. Full par-
ticulars as to date of issue, to whom
1ssued, etc., are shown on a Return which
I have pleasure in handing te the hon,
member.

BILL, FIRST READING.

Permanent Reserves Rededication,
introduced by the PrEMIER.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

M=z. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): I
desire to make a personal explanation in
connection with remarks during the
eourse of his speech by the Minisier for
Mines (Hen. H. Gregory) opn Thursday
last. I was not present when that speech
wag delivered, because at half-past five I
was compelled to take a train in order to
visit my constituency. I can assure the
House that had I been present I would
have taken the strongest possible excep-
tion to the remarks and insinuations of



